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In this issue …

Welcome to the winter 2016 edition of Panorama. The main 
feature in this issue looks at the EU's participation in the recent 
Habitat III conference in Quito, Ecuador, which enabled the 
sharing of experiences from around the world in the domain of 
sustainable urban development. We review this year's successful 
European Week of Regions and Cities, reveal some of the key 
findings of the ex-post evaluation of the 2007-2013 funding 
period, and look forward to the future of the Baltic Region 
Strategy. Our in-depth look at one EU region features the newly 
created French region Grand Est, and includes interviews with 
the region’s president and Commissioners Creţu and Thyssen 
plus some recent successful projects. This issue’s In Your Own 
Words section features contributions from Poland, Italy, Romania 
and the Netherlands.

Our Projects section includes contributions from Greece 
and the Netherlands, and the project interview takes a closer 
look at a shipping project in the South Baltic region. You will 
also find a poster featuring the best Europe In My Region photo 
competition entries.

 ANA-PAULA LAISSY
Head of Communication Unit, Directorate-General 

for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission

1 18 20 29
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This is the last issue of Panorama in 2016. 
And yes, I think it is the moment to press 
the ‘pause’ button, to look back at the 
past year and look ahead to 2017 
through a regional policy prism.

Looking back at the last 12 months, 
a number of milestones are clearly visible, 
but I would like to highlight just three.

First is the honest, candid assessment of regional 
policy's achievements over the 2007-2013 financial 
period. This was arguably the toughest period in the history 
of the European Union, be it for economic or political reasons. 
Yet, the evaluation unambiguously shows that regional policy 
was a lifeline for many Member States straddled by budget-
ary crises. Our policy helped 1 million people find a job despite 
the crisis, it supported thousands of European small and 
medium-sized businesses and improved the lives of millions 
of Europeans by investing in access to basic services such as 
clean water, for instance.

In the context of the most serious economic and financial 
crisis in over 80 years, Cohesion Policy provided a vital source 
of public investment.

Second, I am especially happy and proud of our proposal to 
waive co-financing from beneficiaries for the reconstruction 
of areas damaged by natural disasters. Here again, the EU's 
added value is clear and visible.

Third, we worked hand in hand with Member States and regions 
to successfully conclude the investments of 2007-2013 and to 
launch, on solid ground, the new ones. More than EUR 120 billion 
have been allocated to specific projects, which will contribute 
to improving the life of citizens throughout the Union.

Yet, our biggest challenge for 2017 will not be about the 
efficiency of regional policy, but about convincing everyone 
that it is indeed efficient. Regional policy must make a 
difference, but equally important, regional policy must be 
perceived as making a difference!

2017 will also be about squaring the circle 
between new priorities that will require 
financial resources and future EU budg-
ets that are unlikely to increase. It will 
also be our task to somehow reconcile 
what could be seen as conflicting needs: 
simplify access to regional policy funds, 

especially for smaller beneficiaries, while 
safeguarding taxpayers' money and simul-

taneously improving our speed of reaction 
to events such as natural disasters.

Let's be honest: in 2017, regional policy will be under pressure, 
it will be criticised and some may argue that it is time to move 
beyond it.

Yet, regional policy does work! Across the whole of Europe! 
And we know it.

However we are in the vortex of a societal and technological 
revolution which means that we must adapt to these changes. 
And this is also a communication issue: how to reach 500 mil-
lion Europeans whose trust in institutions and traditional media 
is being eroded? What messages, what words and what tools 
do we need?

Throughout 2017, Panorama will keep you informed about 
these and other issues. As for now, you can read more about 
the 2007-2013 evaluation in this edition, whether in terms of 
job creation, support for businesses, transport and fighting 
climate change. 

It is vital that this good news be properly communicated to 
EU citizens to enable them to understand in greater detail 
the extent to which Cohesion Policy makes real and lasting 
improvements in all our lives. 

I wish you all the best possible year in 2017. 

CORINA CREŢU 
European Commissioner for Regional Policy

EDITORIAL
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European cities lead the way 
A new report reveals that Europe’s cities are 
playing a major role in moving towards a more 
innovative, inclusive and sustainable future.

The new ‘State of European Cities Report’ shows that Euro-
pean cities are twice as dense as North American cities. 
African, Asian and Latin American cities are far denser 

still, but are likely to spread out as they become more affluent 
and transport infrastructure improves. Critical to their future 
energy needs is whether they can maintain densities high 
enough to support efficient public transport, walking and cycling. 
Many European cities provide good examples of how this can 
be achieved. 

European cities have several distinct demographic charac-
teristics. Cities, and especially capital cities, tend to grow 
faster than their country as a whole. They attract more work-
ing-age population looking for a higher education or a better 
job. People born outside the EU tend to concentrate in cities, 
especially in the large cities in Western Europe. 

European cities make a big economic contribution, generating 
more GDP and employment growth. For example, since 2000, 
cities have created 9 million more jobs, while other areas have 
not added a single one. Cities also have higher employment 
rates. They are more productive and innovative and their 
residents are better educated. 

In almost all countries, the capital city performs best. In some 
countries, it seems as if it is over-performing while the other 
cities are underperforming. Some cities seem to be stuck 
in a middle-income trap where they fail to catch up with 
high-income ones and are confronted with increasing com-
petition from low-income cities. 

Living standards

Socially, European cities offer a mixed picture. In eastern 
EU Member States, cities tend to have lower unemployment, 
poverty and exclusion rates. In some western EU Member 
States, they have higher unemployment rates, despite the 
concentration of jobs within them. This is due in part to 
a skills mismatch, although discrimination may also play 
role as city dwellers born outside the EU have much lower 
employment rates. 

Publication of the State of the European Cities 
Report gives urban practitioners at the European 

and national level an excellent overview of the 
situation in Europe’s cities and towns. Moreover, 
thanks of this report, European cities can compare 
themselves. Every mayor and president of the city 

should have this report!

Jan Olbrycht, Member of the European Parliament and President of the URBAN Intergroup

The State of
European Cities 2016
Cities leading the way to a better future
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Housing, however, is an area for concern. Housing in cities 
tends to be smaller and more expensive, which leads to more 
households living in crowded conditions. Many residents in 
high-income cities say it is difficult to find good housing 
at a reasonable price. Fortunately, cities across the EU score 
better in terms of education and training, which can help 
people to find a job which pays better. Building more 
(affordable) housing in cities with a high demand would help 
to reduce poverty.

Transport is a constant concern for cities with congestion and 
pollution often high on the political agenda. Nevertheless, 
they provide many mobility benefits. Due to the short dis-
tances to many different destinations, walking and cycling 
offer realistic alternatives to driving. The concentration of 
population and the clustering of destinations make it efficient 
to provide public transport. 

However, cities do not automatically have a high share of low-
carbon mobility. They need to make it convenient, efficient and 
safe to encourage more people to use these modes of trans-
port. In addition, cities may want to introduce policies like con-
gestion pricing or higher parking charges in the city centre to 
reduce traffic. This would also have the benefit of improving 
air quality, which remains a health threat in many cities and 
does not comply with the EU air quality directives.

Cities are more resource efficient than towns, suburbs or rural 
areas. On a per-capita basis, they use less land and require 
fewer local roads, which implies substantial cost savings in 
terms of investment and maintenance. Land-use per capita 

has increased in most cities, but more than half those with 
a growing population have reduced the amount of land used 
per resident. 

Planning ahead

Cities are becoming increasingly focused on climate change. 
Many EU cities have signed the Covenant of Mayors, commit-
ting to a 20 % reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 
2020. Increasingly, cities are using nature-based solutions 
which can contribute efficiently to multiple goals. For exam-
ple, green roofs can help reduce the impact of heatwaves, 
catch run-off water and reduce the need for cooling.

In most countries, local governments, including cities, play 
a greater role in policy than regions. Due to population growth 
and better transport connections and communication, however, 
the impact of a city today extends far beyond its municipal 
border. This means that urban governance needs to shift to 
a metropolitan scale to match these bigger labour and housing 
markets, which is why many countries are experimenting with 
different metropolitan governance systems. 

Cities need sufficient autonomy and resources, a clearly 
identified decision-making process, support from the resi-
dents and, possibly, a directly elected mayor. Although the 
autonomy of cities has grown over the past two decades, 
the economic crisis has led to less public investment and 
a reduction in the share of public investment managed 
by local governments.

Supported by a wealth of new data, the analyses 
in this publication show how European cities are 
in the vanguard of forging new ways in economic, 

environmental and governance terms.

Joan Clos, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Director 
of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)
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This report was prepared to support both the Urban Agenda 
for the EU and the new global Urban Agenda adopted during 
the UN-Habitat III conference in Quito (see page 10). It was 
jointly produced by the Directorate-General for Regional and 
Urban Policy of the European Commission and UN-Habitat. 

The indicators used in the report can be visualised and 
accessed on the new urban data platform produced by the 
EC’s Joint Research Centre. This platform makes it easier to 
find comparable indicators for European cities and helps cities 
to learn from each other. 

It can be accessed here: http://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu 

The State of European Cities Report was launched in Brussels 
during the recent European Week of Regions and Cities 
on 12 October and presented at the UN-Habitat III conference 
in Quito. 

It can be downloaded here: http://ec.europa.eu/cities-report. n

FIND OUT MORE:
http://europa.eu/!MY73Dq

DEVELOPING A GLOBAL, PEOPLE-BASED DEFINITION OF CITIES 
AND SETTLEMENTS
Cities want to learn from each other. As stated in the new Urban Agenda, a global definition would help. It is only with 
such a definition that we can answer even simple questions such as which city has a bigger population. In addition, 
many of the UN Urban Sustainable Development Goal indicators are very sensitive to where the city boundary is 
drawn. For example, both access to public transport and air pollution tend to be high in the city centre, but much lower 
levels in the suburbs. This means that if the boundary excludes the suburbs, the indicators will be much higher than 
if they are included. That is why, together with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
and the World Bank, the EU is committed to developing such a definition.  

Fortunately, the work does not have start from scratch. Along with the OECD, the EU has developed the EU-OECD city 
definition. In addition, the EU has created a variant that also identifies smaller settlements, referred to as the degree 
of urbanisation. The World Bank has already tested the degree of urbanisation and discussed the results with multiple 
countries outside the EU and OECD. 

In preparation for the Habitat III conference, the Joint Research Centre developed a new global population grid 
and applied the degree of urbanisation. These results for the years 1975, 1990, 2000 and 2015 can be seen 
and downloaded for free from http://ghsl.jrc.ec.europa.eu. The often-cited data from the UN World Urbanization 
Prospects, which is based on national definitions, may actually be quite distorted. For example, the combination 
of national definitions puts Africa at only 40 % urban, while the harmonised definition indicates 80 %. 

The next steps for this commitment are to present and discuss these results with many different partners, and based 
on this feedback refine the method and propose to the United Nations a global, people-based definition of cities 
and settlement.

With this report, we want to change  
the perception of cities from being a source 

of problems to places with potential.

Corina Creţu, European Commissioner for Regional Policy
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DO YOU HAVE AN ISSUE YOU WOULD LIKE DISCUSSED IN FUTURE PANORAMA DATA POINT FEATURES? 

IS THERE A DATASET YOU WOULD LIKE US TO PUT ON THE ESIF OPEN DATA PLATFORM?

If so, please e-mail: REGIO-EVAL@ec.europa.eu

DATA POINT: 1 – OPEN DATA PL ATFORM

The ESI Funds and open data … 
a new era 

Welcome to the first in a regular series of 
Panorama articles dealing with various aspects 
of data. Through these articles we hope to shed 
light on the nature of the data available on ESI 
Fund programming and how it can be used to 
create structured information and lead to a better 
understanding of how the policy works. Below 
we profile the ESI Funds Open Data Platform.

Among the 2014-2020 programme reforms was an 
obligation to provide the Commission with structured 
financial and indicator data through the common IT 

interface ‘SFC2014’. The benefit of such painstaking work can 

now be seen through the ESI Funds Open Data Platform which 
exploits the detailed structured data available on the 533 
programmes.

The Commission is progressively expanding the volume and 
scope of the data being made available. Priority is given to 
datasets that provided standard information across all five 
ESI Funds. Since its launch in December 2015, with datasets 
on planned financing and indicator targets for 2014-2020, 
two significant platform updates have already taken place:

 > July 2016: update of planned financing to reflect all 
adopted programmes and the opening of specific pages 
visualising all 533 programmes (located via the country 
pages);
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 > December 2016: first information on implementation 
of finances and progress towards common indicator 
targets.

The platform should be explored online to fully appreciate 
the richness of the data. Here are some tips for making 
good use of it:

 > On-screen visualisations provide pre-defined presen-
tations of the underlying datasets. The datasets provide richer 
details and allow alternative analyses and visualisations.

 > The catalogue on the landing page provides a full list 
of the datasets and graphs that can be filtered and 
explored. The datasets driving the visualisations – ‘ESIF 
2014-2020 Finance Details’ and ‘ESIF 2014-2020 Achieve-
ment Details’ – are available there along with other 2014-
2020 and 2007-2013 datasets;

 > The platform – hosted by SOCRATA (a company specialising 
in data visualisation and analysis tools for opening govern-
ment data) – provides software tools via the catalogue 
to create custom visualisations, to download or embed data 
visualisations on your own website;

 > A frequently asked questions page and introductory 
video are available on the homepage, under the ‘About’ 
button in the header and footer menus.

Member States have been informed that the data they notify 
will be made publicly available so they have an important role 
to assure quality and reliability. We expect the use of open data 
on programming and implementation will boost transparency 
and accountability and inform the debate on the overall 
performance of both the policy and specific programmes.        

FIND OUT MORE
ESI Funds Open Data Platform:  
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/

Catalogue of datasets, graphs, etc.:  
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/browse

FAQs: 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/faq/about_open_data/
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The Habitat III Conference on sustainable 
urbanisation came to a successful conclusion with 
the adoption of the New Urban Agenda, the 
United Nations’ 20-year strategy for rethinking 
the way we build, manage and live in our cities.

On 20 October, nearly 170 countries unanimously 
adopted the New Urban Agenda, the United 
Nations’ 20-year strategy on sustainable urbanisa-

tion. Corina Crețu, Commissioner for Regional Policy, rep-
resented the European Union as the head of the Delegation 
at the event which was attended by 30 000 people from 
167 countries, including 10 000 participants from across 
the globe. Organisers of Habitat III acknowledged that this 
constituted the highest participation ever recorded by local 
authorities, civil society and other stakeholders at a UN 
conference. 

The New Urban Agenda draft document was adopted at the 
end of the Habitat III Conference held in Quito, Ecuador from 
16-20 October. The third United Nations Conference on Housing 
and Sustainable Urban Development was the first implement-
ing conference following the adoption of the 2030 Agenda on 
Sustainable Development. Although the adoption of the 2030 
Agenda in September 2015 was seen as a landmark achieve-
ment, the most challenging task lies ahead: implementation 
will be the real test, and Habitat III represents an important 
milestone in moving from commitment to action.

According to the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
Resolution 66/207 and in line with the bi-decennial cycle, 
in 2011, the UNGA decided to convene Habitat III in an effort 
to reinvigorate the global commitment to sustainable 
urbanisation. 

Reality check

The aim of the conference was to secure renewed political com-
mitment for sustainable urban development, assess accomplish-
ments to date, address poverty and identify and address new 
and emerging challenges . Within the same resolution, it was 
decided that Habitat III should result in a concise, focused, for-
ward-looking and action-oriented outcome document, and that 
a preparatory committee and a bureau be set up to prepare the 
event. Four EU Member States served in the bureau, namely 
France, Czech Republic, Germany and Slovakia.

The New Urban Agenda will guide urban development policies 
and financing for the next 20 years. It will be a cornerstone 
in the implementation and localisation of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and other 2015 milestone 
reform agendas, in particular the Paris Agreement. 

It will also provide an important impetus in the implementa-
tion of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11 which 
calls for “cities and human settlements” to be “inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable”, as well as other goals and targets 
across the 2030 Agenda. The New Urban Agenda will endeav-
our to create a mutually beneficial relationship between 
urbanisation and sustainable development.

COMMISSIONER CREŢU LEADS 
EU DELEGATION IN QUITO
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The EU spirit

Since January 2015, the preparation of a common position for 
the EU and its Member States has been coordinated in the 
Council Working Party on Preparation for International Develop-
ment Conferences. DG Regio has led and coordinated the pro-
cess jointly with DG DEVCO and the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) working with the other DGs concerned. 

This has been a great exercise in internal coordination among 
both the Commission services and the Member States which, 
then and subsequently, created several steps in the challenge 
and developed a strong team spirit corresponding to that of 
the EU. This enabled the EU to be one of the key players in 
the negotiation process and to ensure its position is strongly 
reflected in the New Urban Agenda.  

The EU’s contribution to Habitat III and its outcome docu-
ment the New Urban Agenda is based on the shared com-
mitment to reaching the overarching goal of sustainable 
urban development while taking into account the principles 
of subsidiarity and proportionality. It is being shaped by the 
European Commission’s ten priorities and its joint work with 
the EU Member States on an Urban Agenda for the EU, as 
well as the knowledge accumulated in urban development. 
In this perspective, the Urban Agenda for the European 
Union will be a key EU delivery mechanism for the New 
Urban Agenda.

The EU's vision of the future global New Urban Agenda is based 
on the understanding that an integrated and place-based 
approach to urban development, together with a long-term 
vision, is necessary to promote well-managed, socially inclusive 
and safe, resilient, resource-efficient cities that are environ-
mentally sustainable as well as economically prosperous. 

This approach takes into account the diversity of cities and their 
wider territorial context, and promotes urban-rural linkages in 
order to contribute to the Union’s objective of territorial cohesion. 
All efforts should be underpinned by the respect for and protec-
tion of human rights and gender equality, as well as the broad 
participation of marginalised and vulnerable groups, as a pre-
requisite for achieving inclusive sustainable development. 

Furthermore, recognition of the central role played by culture, 
the preservation and promotion of cultural and natural heritage, 
alongside the availability of public space – which is a funda-
mental condition for participation and ownership of all in achiev-
ing these objectives – are part of this approach. 

Good governance

The real added value the EU’s vision brought to 
the global discussion was the importance of good 
urban governance as a key aspect in achieving 
sustainable urban development and, in particular, 
the role of local authorities and stake holders. 
The EU and its Member States argued strongly 
that sustainable urban development requires 
institutions at both national and local level that 
are legitimate, effective, accountable and trans-
parent. They must also follow inclusive, evidence-
based and par t ic ipatory decision-making 
processes in a well-managed multi-level and 
multi-actor system of governance. 
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In addition, effective local governance contributes signifi-
cantly to reinforcing democracy and citizen empowerment. 
Of particular importance was the EU’s position regarding the 
role of local authorities and civil society, which were obviously 
not part of the inter-governmental negotiations. The EU 
defended the importance of involving and consulting local 
authorities at all stages in the policy cycle, from planning to 
implementation, arguing that their engagement and ownership 
is necessary at all levels for success. 

Commissioner Creţu also delivered this message to global 
leaders at the Global Assembly of Local Authorities, acting 
as a bridging actor and a facilitator in the difficult and tense 
dialogue between national governments and local authorities 
in the global context. 

As head of the EU Delegation, Commissioner Creţu spoke on 
behalf of the EU and its Member States during the official UN 
plenaries. The EU Delegation also included representatives from 
the European Parliament and the Social and Economic Com-
mittee. Besides the official role of representing the EU and its 
Member States in the formal UN plenaries, the Commissioner 
also participated in the high-level thematic round tables on 
implementing the New Urban Agenda, and had several bilateral 
meetings with strategic partners, UN agencies and countries, 
such as the World Bank, the OECD, the UNDP and South Korea. 

From adoption to action

Now that the 2030 Agenda and the New Urban Agenda 
have been adopted, it is crucial that the EU implements the 
former through an overarching approach covering both 
internal and external actions and involving all relevant 
actors. This implementation requires a strategic, integrated 
and place-based approach that takes into account different 
territorial contexts. This is why Cohesion Policy is one of 
the main policies contributing to the SDGs, leveraging 
around EUR 500 billion across the EU during the 2014-2020 
period and covering almost all the SDGs.

Cohesion Policy and its urban dimension are also strongly 
aligned with the approach of the 2030 Agenda, as sustainable 
development is embedded in Cohesion Policy as a binding 

horizontal principle. In this context, the New Urban Agenda 
will be a cornerstone in the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda because it transforms its urban-related goals and 
targets into city-specific recommendations. The EU has 
already started work in this area with its recently adopted 
Urban Agenda, and is now committed to leading and bringing 
forward the implementation of the New Urban Agenda and 
the urban dimension of the 2030 Agenda. Similarly, the EU 
is committed to engaging with partners around the globe 
to jointly address the challenges of urban poverty and 
exclusion, to benefit sustainable development in its partner 
countries overall. 

The New Urban Agenda is the outcome of the EU’s joint 
efforts to formulate a truly transformative agenda. It is 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity to shape our collective 
future in cities for the better. The New Urban Agenda includes 
all the elements needed to go beyond business as usual, 
and to localise the SDGs adopted in 2015. 

Together, by bringing the New Urban Agenda to life and turn-
ing the global challenges of sustainable urbanisation into 
global opportunities for all, it is possible to ensure that no 
one is left behind. The EU’s common duty now is to deliver!   

FIND OUT MORE
New Urban Agenda: 
https://habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda/

Urban Agenda for the EU: 
http://urbanagendaforthe.eu/

Habitat III Conference in Quito: 
https://habitat3.org/

Prague Declaration: 
http://www.europeanhabitat.com/?lang=en
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THE QUITO IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
The Quito Implementation Plan refers to specific commitments by various partners intended to contribute to 
and reinforce the implementation of the outcomes of the Habitat III Conference and the New Urban Agenda. 

In total, around 70 voluntary commitments were presented, including three by the European Commission. 
Details of these three were given by Commissioner Creţu:

1.  DELIVERING THE NEW URBAN AGENDA THROUGH THE URBAN AGENDA FOR THE EU

The New Urban Agenda and the Urban Agenda for the EU share the same vision for balanced, sustainable and inte-
grated urban development. The latter was designed to enable cities to have their say in policy-making. With its 
12 priority themes, multi-level governance and focus on peer-learning, the Urban Agenda for the EU contributes to 
the implementation of the New Urban Agenda within the EU, and in partnership with urban stakeholders – not only 
cities, but also businesses, NGOs and representatives from the Member States and EU institutions.

Action plans for the 12 priority themes are being drafted. They will include policy recommendations, good practices 
and projects to be shared and scaled up across the EU.

2.  DEVELOPING A GLOBAL, HARMONISED DEFINITION OF CITIES

A common definition of cities should be used across the globe in order to compare data, to benchmark and to achieve 
better monitoring. In partnership with the OECD and the World Bank, the EU will develop such a definition, relying on 
the EU-OECD definition of cities, based on population size and density and the degree of urbanisation in the EU.

An online database will be developed, as well as a global list of cities and their main features. A proposal for a global 
definition of cities will eventually be submitted to the United Nations.

3.  FOSTERING COOPERATION BETWEEN CITIES IN THE FIELD OF SUSTAINABLE URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT

Drawing on the concrete approach of the EU-funded URBACT network and on the methodology in the EU's International 
Urban Cooperation (IUC) Programme, cities across the world* will be encouraged to link up with one or more partner 
cities to develop and implement local action plans and projects based on common priorities – access to water, trans-
port systems, health or housing. Business partners should be closely associated in the drafting and implementation 
of these action plans.

An online networking platform will provide guidance and enable cross-regional cooperation.

* The scope of the commitment covers cities in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru, Canada, China, India, 
Japan, the United States and the European Union.                                                                                                    

FIND OUT MORE 
https://habitat3.org/quito-implementation-plan
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Commissioner Creţu tells 
Panorama why the EU 
Delegation’s participation 
in the UN Quito conference 
was a success.

What was your key objective?

I was very pleased that I could take 
part in this historical conference, 
where the United Nations’ New 

Urban Agenda was adopted, and could 
hold discussions with people from 
around the world. I emphasised the 

strong contribution to this global work 
on sustainable urban development 
made by the European Commission and 
the EU. The key principles of this New 
Urban Agenda are about socially inclu-
sive, safe, green, resilient, prosperous 
and innovative cities as well as good 
urban governance, which promote 
cooperation and knowledge. It keeps 
at its core the human-rights-based 
approach, and suppor ts women’s 
empowerment, both of which are vital 
to achieving sustainable and inclusive 
development. These principles are also 
shared EU values, and are part of our 

president's priorities. 

The EU and its Member 
States are also commit-
ted to engaging with 
pa r t ner s  a round t he 
globe in order to jointly 
address the challenges of 
urban poverty and exclu-
sion for the benefit of 
sustainable development 
in our partner countries 
overall. The challenge is 
now about the concrete 
implementation of this 
New Urban Agenda.

How does Cohesion Policy contribute 
to these goals?

Cohesion Policy provides a broad range 
of support to urban areas throughout 
the EU, not least financial support. Over-
all, EUR 100 billion will be invested in 
urban areas from 2014-2020. At least 
5 % of the national ERDF allocation 
must be programmed for sustainable 
urban development, representing EUR 
15 billion directly managed by cities. In 
addition, 750 cities will be empowered 
to implement integrated strategies for 
sustainable urban development. Indeed, 
beyond financial support, the EU can 
also help cities through technical assis-
tance, working together across the 
Union through networks or by cooperat-
ing on specific themes. This is the par-
ticular aim of the newly launched 
'partner ships' within the Urban Agenda 
for the EU, which was agreed in Amster-
dam last May. In fact, the New Urban 
Agenda reflects well the EU’s vision for 
sustainable urban development based 
on multi-level governance and an inte-
grated and place-based approach that 
takes into account the diversity of cities 
and their wider territorial context while 
building on urban-rural linkages. 

Delivering on the EU’s commitment

Commissioner Creţu with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
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How will this affect the life of citizens?

In Europe, about three-quarter of the 
citizens live in urban areas. These areas 
are the engines of the economy and for 
developing a resilient society, but they 
are also places where problems, such as 
unemployment, segregation, poverty 
and pollution, are severe. The New 
Urban Agenda is an opportunity to 
shape our collective future. It includes 
all the elements required to go beyond 

business as usual, and to localise the 
Sustainable Development Goals, for 
which the Commission adopted a Com-
munication in November on the ‘Next 
steps for a sustainable European future’. 
We are all citizens of the same world.

What has been achieved?

We have demonstrated the EU’s strong 
efforts and proactivity towards acting 
on sustainable urban development 

in Europe. In addition, we have pre-
sented three voluntary commitments: 
delivering the New Urban Agenda 
through the Urban Agenda for the EU; 
developing a global, harmonised defini-
tion of cities; and fostering cooperation 
between cities in the field of sustainable 
urban development. It is now up to all 
of us in Europe and beyond to make 
these achievements become realities on 
the ground.                                          

Commissioner Creţu with José Ángel Gurría, OECD Secretary-General Commissioner Creţu is introduced to Mpho Parks Tau, Secretary-General 
of the United Cities and Local Governments

Mauricio Rodas Espinel, Mayor of Quito welcomes Commissioner Creţu 
to the World Mayors Assembly dinner

Commissioner Creţu meets Joan Clos, Executive Director of UN-Habitat 

Delivering on the EU’s commitment
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NINE WAYS COHESION POLICY 
IS WORKING FOR EUROPE
An independent expert evaluation of 2007-2013 
funding found that Cohesion Policy investments 
had positive, tangible results ranging from job 
creation, a positive impact on regional disparities 
and an increase in GDP.

Cohesion Policy 2007-2013 was implemented in challenging 
times, during which Europe was hit by the economic and finan-
cial crisis that limited public investment – making Cohesion 
Policy funds even more vital for growth and job creation.

Over the period, EUR 346.5 billion was invested to reduce dispari-
ties between regions and to promote balanced and sustainable 
development. Below are the nine main findings of an independent 
expert evaluation of the 2007-2013 funding programme.

1. BENEFITS ALL EU COUNTRIES

Every region and country in the EU benefits from Cohesion Policy, via the direct effects of investments and/or indirect effects 
such as increased trade. It is estimated that every EUR 1 of Cohesion Policy invested during the period will generate EUR 
2.74 of additional GDP by 2023. That means the EUR 346.5 billion invested from 2007 to 2013 will yield a return of nearly 
EUR 1 trillion of additional GDP by 2023.
What’s more, Cohesion Policy led to the net job crea-
tion of one-third of the 1 million jobs created from 
2007 to 2013.

2. SMES GET THE SUPPORT THEY NEED

Cohesion Policy is an essential pillar of the EU’s jobs and growth agenda. For example, EU funding helped 
start-ups and SMEs stay in business during the period. Some 121 400 start-ups were financially supported, 
as well as an estimated 400 000 SMEs.

3.    FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR BUSINESSES

The evaluation found that EU funding for financial instruments played a crucial role in provid-
ing funding to SMEs during the economic crisis credit crunch – helping many firms stay 
in business. During the period, EU funding for financial instruments rose from EUR 1 billion 
in 2000-2006 to EUR 11.5 billion allocated in 2007-2013 through the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF).

4.  EXTENDS AND IMPROVES TRANSPORT NETWORKS AND MOBILITY 

EU funding has contributed to removing transport bottlenecks and reducing travel 
times. The investments led to the construction of 4 900 km of roads, mostly motor-
ways, of which 2 400 km were classed as TEN-T networks. Identified by the EU as 
core network corridors, these transport networks interconnect countries and drive 
growth and job creation.
Cohesion Policy funding also led to the construction or upgrading of 1 500 km of TEN-T 
railway networks and supported the development of sustainable public transport. 

€€€ 2.741 €

€

€

2.74
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5.    PRESERVES THE ENVIRONMENT, SUPPORTS THE FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE 

Cohesion Policy funding for the period supported better waste-management strategies leading 
to a substantial increase in recycled waste and the closure of landfill sites below EU standards. 
Energy efficiency measures in public buildings reduced the consumption of fossil fuels 
considerably, helping to cut energy costs and to fight global warming. 
Cohesion Policy investments in infrastructure connected 6 million people to new or improved supplies 
of clean drinking water and 7 million people to new or upgraded wastewater treatment facilities. 

6.    BOOSTS CULTURE AND TOURISM 

EU investments helped rebuild cultural and touristic sites, resulting in higher numbers of visitors 
and boosting sustainable economic development and job creation in the regions concerned, the 
expert evaluation found. 
Thus the investments supported local regeneration and fostered economic diversification, innovation 
and increased competitiveness. 

7.  ENHANCES THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN CITIES 

ERDF funding for urban development and social infrastructure in 2007-2013 amounted 
to EUR 29 billion, about 11 % of the programme’s budget. 
Around 4 % was invested in urban development initiatives which included funding in 
deprived areas and support for economic growth, cultural heritage and strategy devel-

opment. About 7 % was allocated to social infrastructure and was invested in health and education. According to the 
evaluation, this led to better access to educational and lifelong-learning services in combination with labour services.

8. ENCOURAGES COUNTRIES TO ADDRESS COMMON CHALLENGES TOGETHER

EU funding for cross-border programmes in 2007-2013 resulted in over 6 800 projects, 
including actions to
> create and expand economic clusters 
>  develop centres of excellence, higher education and training centres, and cooperation 

networks between research centres 
> establish cross-border advisory services for enterprises and business start-ups. 
About 1 300 environmental projects focused on the joint management of natural resources 
such as sea and river basins. 
Funding also helped cross-border regions to combat natural risks, respond to climate change, 
preserve biodiversity and set up initiatives to develop renewable energy. 

9. THE LESSONS LEARNED ARE BEING APPLIED

The funding programmes for 2014-2020 have been designed in a more result-oriented way, as the 2007-2013 programmes 
did not always focus sufficiently on results. The EU has made changes to Cohesion Policy funding in line with recommendations 
from the independent expert evaluation, including:
Programmes must have more specific objectives and clear targets. Programmes are monitored closely during implementation 
to ensure well-defined goals are achieved; 
>  Programmes must report results and outputs regularly; 
>  To ensure quality delivery by the programmes, a performance framework is linked to the release of a performance reserve;
>  Investments concentrate on key themes; 
>  The broader use of financial instruments is more actively encouraged.                                                                           

FIND OUT MORE 
Country factsheets:

europa.eu/!pj83Bu e

H
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http://europa.eu/!pj83Bu
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_at_factsheet_de.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_lt_factsheet_lt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_ie_factsheet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_be_factsheet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_mt_factsheet_mt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_lu_factsheet_de.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_it_factsheet_it.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_bg_factsheet_bg.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_nl_factsheet_nl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_lv_factsheet_lv.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_hr_factsheet_hr.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_pl_factsheet_pl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_cy_factsheet_el.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_pt_factsheet_pt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_cz_factsheet_cs.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_ro_factsheet_ro.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_da_factsheet_da.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_sk_factsheet_sk.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_et_factsheet_et.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_sl_factsheet_sl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_fi_factsheet_fi.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_es_factsheet_es.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_fr_factsheet_fr.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_sv_factsheet_sv.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_de_factsheet_de.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_uk_factsheet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_el_factsheet_el.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/evaluation/pdf/expost2013/wp1_hu_factsheet_hu.pdf
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EWRC 2016 brings the regions 
closer together  

The 14th edition of the European Week of Regions 
and Cities, which took place on 10-13 October 
2016, in Brussels, Belgium, welcomed around 
5 300 participants to workshops, debates, social 
events and project visits focusing on ‘Regions 
and cities for sustainable and inclusive growth’. 

About 130 events were co-organised by the European 
Commission’s DG Regio and 13 other DGs, the Euro-
pean Committee of the Regions, and 22 selected 

regional partnerships comprising 187 regions and cities. This 
year, the institutional partners also included the European 
Parliament Research Service which contributed to both the 
Master Class and the Media programmes. 

Despite the particular challenges Brussels has faced in 2016, 
the reputation and relevance of the EWRC as 'the place to be' 
for those involved in regional policy and its implementation 
remain high.                                                                          

NUMBER CRUNCHING

 > Over 4 000 participants (from a total of over 5 300) 
came from over 30 countries

 > 600 high-level speakers represented EU, national, 
regional and local administrations

 > 170 journalists took part in the Media programme
 > 28 PhD students participated in the Master Class 
 > 23 finalists from 14 Member States attended 
the RegioStars Award ceremony (see page 20)

 > More than half those attending the EWRC were 
newcomers (56 %)

 > 5 interactive sessions included a full day on ‘Policy labs 
for Managing Authorities’
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CITY TOOLS AND AMBITIONS

At the political event on the Urban Agenda for the EU, 
which attracted 400 participants, Commissioners Creţu 
and Šefčovič launched the ‘One-Stop-Shop for cities’, 
a new instrument for managing urban energy-transition 
ambitions. During the parallel joint REGI-COTER meet-
ing, the impact and results-orientation of Cohesion 
Policy were among issues discussed by the European 
Parliament, the Commission and CoR representatives.

COHESION POLICY TAKES CENTRE STAGE

Once again, the outreach of the EWRC confirmed its impor-
tance as an inter-institutional platform for political commu-
nication. The opening session – ‘Cohesion Policy investing in 
Europe's regions and cities’ – was held in the EP Hemicycle 
and attended by Commissioner Creţu. It provided a valuable 
opportunity for the CoR political groups and participants 
in the event to express their opinions on and ask questions 
about Cohesion Policy.

EWRC 2016 ON SOCIAL MEDIA

The #EUWRC hashtag was used nearly 12 000 times in just 
one week with a potential reach of over 72 million people 
able to view and share any post using the event hashtag. 
Between 10 and 14 October, the EWRC website received 
26 657 visits by at least 22 253 unique visitors. A daily 
report summarising the main activities was published on 
the website each day, receiving a total of 6 900 unique 
page views. A Storify published on 18 October registered 
650 views on the first day. A new mobile phone application 
was used for the first time this year and was downloaded 
by more than 2398 participants to view the programme 
and documents, exchange messages, business cards and 
photos and set up meetings.                                          

FIND OUT MORE:
http://europa.eu/!tR89Fb

READ ALL ABOUT IT!
The Media programme opened with a round table for the 
press attended by Commissioner Creţu and CoR President 
Markkula. Press briefings followed on how EU funds deliver 
in EU Member States, the latest Eurostat and OECD trends 
and figures on regional development, the ex-post evalu-
ation of the 2007-2013 period, as well as the main options 
for Cohesion Policy after 2020. TV debates were broadcast 
by national TV stations; and 57 journalists joined the 
Molenbeek project visit. By the end of the first week, over 
40 articles had been published in the press. 

INTERACTION IN THE 
CLASSROOM
The Master Class on EU Cohesion Policy welcomed 
28 PhD students and young associate professors from 
17 EU Member States. Interactive debate centred on 
promoting inclusive growth and social cohesion, includ-
ing the territorial dimension and the integration of 
urban and rural development; the significance of the 
network economy; and improving the Cohesion Policy 
delivery system: performance, simplification and 
accountability. 

OUT AND ABOUT
During the week, the urban strand attracted plenty 
of attention across 20 workshops, especially on topics 
related to urban innovative actions. Visits to EU co-
funded projects were also a big success: Port Sud, 
promoting intangible heritage for sustainable quality 
of life; RECY-K, a recycling project; Greenbizz, a hub 
for sustainable development and environmental 
entrepreneurship; and Community land trust Brussels, 
an innovative initiative for housing.



Regional stars shine at the 
European Week of Regions 
and Cities
Among the highlights at this year’s European 
Week of Regions and Cities was the prize-giving 
ceremony for the RegioStars Awards 2016. Five 
lucky winners, one from each project category, 
received their trophies from EU Commissioner 
Corina Creţu and the RegioStars Jury President, 
MEP Lambert van Nistelrooij.

This year, 104 applications were received for the five 
award categories: 

SMART GROWTH: emerging opportunities in the global 
economy
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH: circular economy
INCLUSIVE GROWTH: integrated living – building inclusive and 
non-segregated communities
CITYSTAR: innovative solutions for sustainable urban 
development
EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF THE FUNDS: making a difference 
by managing differently.

And the winners are …

1.  COPENHAGEN CLEANTECH CLUSTER:  
Capital Region of Denmark (ERDF)  
http://cleancluster.dk/ - Smart Growth

2.  CENTRO BIO: BIO-INDUSTRIES, BIOREFINERIES 
AND BIOPRODUCTS: Centro, Portugal (ERDF)  
http://www.blc3.pt/ - Sustainable Growth

3.  ACADEMY OF SOCIAL ECONOMY:  
Malopolske Region, Poland (ESF)  
http://www.rops.krakow.pl/ - Inclusive Growth

4.  REVITALISATION OF LOWER TOWN DISTRICT 
OF GDAŃSK : Pomorskie Voivdeship, Poland (ERDF) 
http://bit.ly/2be10Mm - CityStar

5.  TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE JONVABALIAI (FIRE-
FLIES): National project, Lithuania (ESF and TA)  
http://www.esinvesticijos.lt/ - Effective Management

6.  CIRCULAR OCEAN: (ERDF) chosen by the attendees 
at the event for the ‘Public Choice Award’.               

We are very proud of getting the support of the ERDF … 
the Greater Copenhagen area really needed an effort like this. 

And we are also very proud that someone shared 
and believed in our vision of the green transformation 

of society.
Carsten Orth Gaarn-Larsen, CEO Clean

20



I am very proud and would like to thank my colleagues who 
are the best team in the world! I would also like to thank my 

citizens – they are very happy because Gdańsk has become 
a city of freedom and solidarity and is shaping solidarity 

all day, every day.
Paweł Adamowicz, Mayor of Gdańsk

Fireflies is a community of thousands of people who believe 
they can disclose more information and show people that 

transparency is easy – just like brushing your teeth …
Sergej Muravjov – Executive Director, Transparency International Lithuania 

FIND OUT MORE 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/regio-stars-awards/
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The main characteristic of the project, which guaranteed  
its sustainability, is that it really responded to the problems  

of the local regional population.

Ana Abrunhosa, President of the Comissão de Coordenação e Desenvolvimento  
Regional do Centro, Portugal

We have proved that we can combine business and social 
activities. More important, thanks to our product a lot of 

excluded people have been employed. And most important, we 
have created a system that has inspired others across Poland.

Jacek Krupa, Marshal, Malopolska Region

It is very important to thank our founders Interreg and 
the Northern Periphery & Arctic region for not only 

investing in the project but for investing in people, too. It is 
very important to get the right people and to collaborate 

across the regions – this is the way to be successful.
Neil James, Circular Ocean, Project Manager
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North-East Romania and the Northern 
Netherlands came together a year ago 
in a cooperation programme based on 
the principles of smart specialisation. 
The regions are creating innovation environments 
in which the knowledge and efforts of both 
countries are being channelled into finding 
solutions for social challenges.

However great the differences 
are between Nor th-East 
Romania and the Northern 

Netherlands, our regions are fac-
ing the same question: how can 
we make better use of the knowl-
edge from universities and the 
potential of businesses to develop 
meaningful innovations that 
improve the well-being of citizens? 

This is the question that brought us 
– the Development Agency for North-
east Romania (ADR) and the Northern 
Netherlands Provinces Alliance (SNN) – together. 
We were matched up with the help of the online database 
Eye@RIS3 which indicates which topics are being prioritised 
by regions in their smart specialisation strategy. 

At the beginning of 2015, we set up a joint initiative with 
the generous support of the European Commission’s TAIEX 
REGIO PEER 2 PEER programme. We agreed quite quickly 

that we wanted to adopt a different approach from the one 
usually taken. We opted for a cooperation that focuses 
on the principles of smart specialisation, but that also links 
to the major social challenges facing our regions. After all, 
this is what we want to find solutions for. 

We are following a programmatic approach. Together with 
knowledge institutions, companies and civil society organisa-

tions, we took a systematic look at the issues in a par-
ticular area, who could help find a solution, and 

how parties could jointly accomplish that 
solution. The core of our approach is 

that we carry out a range of inter-
ventions simultaneously in relation 
to a specific social challenge. This 
provides critical mass and sets in 
motion an actual transition 
process. 

Over the past year, we have 
involved more than 700 parties 

in this process of entrepreneurial 
discovery. A wide range of stake-

holders from both regions have come 
together and various sub-projects have 

been set up to find solutions to challenges. 
We are now aiming to create living labs in a number of 

specific areas, structurally linking parties from both coun-
tries to enable them to enter into value chains. We are also 
building structures to enable innovation environments to 
start organising themselves, with a view to reducing the role 
of ADR and SNN as both facilitator and simulator. 

In Your Own Words is the section of Panorama 
where stakeholders at local, regional, national 
and European level give their views and out-
line their plans for the 2014-2020 period. 

Panorama welcomes your contributions in your language, 
which we may feature in future editions. Please contact us 
for further information about deadlines and guidelines for 
your contribution. regio-panorama@ec.europa.eu

PANORAMA 

welcomes your 

contributions!

IN YOUR OWN WORDS

ROMANIA AND THE NETHERLANDS: 
RIS3 COLLABORATION IN PRACTICE

mailto:regio-panorama%40ec.europa.eu?subject=
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In so doing, we have come to the crux of what RIS cooperation 
can achieve: jointly solving social issues based on a program-
matic approach. We are convinced that this cooperation will 
help our regions to progress. We have also noted plenty of 
enthusiasm for our ideas across Europe and at the European 
Commission. There are numerous opportunities to expand the 
links we have established with other regions. 

Our ambition is to create a large group of regions in which 
companies, knowledge institutions and civil society organisa-
tions can jointly develop meaningful innovations that speed up 
regional development and increase cohesion.                       

GABRIELA MACOVEIU 
Director of Communication, Cooperation and Business 

Development, ADR North-East Romania 

LUC HULSMAN 
Programme Manager, Northern Netherlands  

Provinces Alliance

SMART MOVES IN TUSCANY
Tuscany has prioritised improving its 
performance in innovation and strengthening 
the region’s technology transfer system with 
the aim of achieving the Europe 2020 goals.

This approach, which began with the 
European Regional and Development 
Fund (ERDF) programme for 2007-
2013, is currently targeting tech-
nology clusters and investments 
in research, development and 
innovation. The initial funding of 
EUR 640 million in innovation 
and R&D was maintained and 
strengthened under the Regional 
Smart Specialisation Strategy, 
through three technologies: ICT and 
photonics; smart factories; chemicals 
and nanotechnologies. 

These are strategic technologies in ‘fast-growing’ sectors 
– for example, life sciences, robotics and mechatronics – but 
they also have major applications in more traditional sectors 
such as fashion, stone quarrying, marine and the railways. 
Thanks to this, and to representation from both large compa-
nies and SMEs equipped to team up and collaborate in the 
world of research, these technologies have been able to make 
the phrase ‘Made in Tuscany’ world-famous.

Tuscany’s 2014-2020 ERDF OP, approved in February 2015, with 
a financial contribution of EUR 792 million, is dedicating 35 % of 
its resources, equivalent to EUR 275.1 million, to Priority Axis 1 

– research, development and technology transfer. It has 
already financed 474 projects with grants 

of EUR 56.6 million and EUR 143 million 
of active investment (at 30 June 2016). 

These projects include industrial 
research and experimental devel-
opment, support for start-ups and 
specialist services, and strength-
ening the technology transfer sys-
tem. They range from supporting 
infrastructure to collaboration with 

universities and research centres.

Within this context, the approach 
adopted by the Regional Council has been 

strategic. Following the launch of the 2014-
2020 ERDF programme, it published its first three 

notices in July 2014 for R&D and innovation, and anticipating 
the financial resources relating to ESI Funds in order to give 
maximum continuity to investments which started in the previ-
ous programme. This decision exemplifies Tuscany’s course 
of action which is oriented towards innovation for growth and 
job creation.                                                                             

ANGELITA LUCIANI 
ERDF Managing Authority, Tuscany
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ACADEMIC ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
IN THE KUJAWSKO-POMORSKIE VOIVODESHIP

The traditional view in academic circles is that a 
scientist should focus on research work, and work 
with students to pass on knowledge. Such 
preconceptions coupled with numerous challenges, 
including organisational and financial barriers, 
hinder the effective commercialisation of university 
research results. 

Research institutions, local and national governments and busi-
ness environment organisations strive to promote processes 
supporting commercial applications of scientific research. 
Effective schemes in this area not only benefit the research 
institutes, but also promote innovation in the economy. This 
whole field of academic entrepreneurship covers commerciali-
sation of academic research, support for commercially promis-
ing research and, above all, the creation of spin-off and 
spin-out businesses (started by researchers and fostered by 
the parent university) and special purpose vehicles (SPVs).

The local government of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship 
is one of only a few Polish voivodeship local governments to 
have included support for academic entrepreneurship in its 
Operational Programme, in particular under action 1.3 and 
sub-action 1.5.3 in the Regional Operational Programme for 
the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship for 2014-2020. 

The programme provides EUR 16 million for academic entre-
preneurship development projects. The goal is to increase the 
number of spin-off and spin-out businesses, foster research 
and development in businesses, and improve the competitive-
ness of regional universities and increase their participation in 
implementing the regional smart specialisation programme.

In the last two years, Kujawsko-Pomorskie’s local government 
has signed agreements with universities and business  

environment organisations in the region, 
aimed at promoting academic business 
activity. Among the universities is the 
Nicolaus Copernicus University (UMK) which 
boasts an extensive system of academic 
entrepreneurship support schemes. This 
includes the Academic Innovation Platform, 
a por tal to disseminate innovat ion 
development know-how and actions in the 
academic community. 

Another crucial link is the Academic Busi-
ness Incubator, which provides UMK stu-
dents and staff with training and advice on 
starting a business. The most important unit 
currently supporting UMK academic entre-
preneurship is Centrum Transferu Tech-

nologii UMK sp. z o.o. This SPV, which was created in 2014 with 
national support using EU funds (under the National Research 
and Development Centre’s SPIN TECH programme), is working 
to commercialise research results. Since 2015, it has effectively 
fostered the creation of spin-off businesses at the region’s 
largest university, with over 25 spin-offs as of mid-2016. 

Under the same agreements, academic entrepreneurship is 
also blooming at other universities in the Kujawsko-Pomorskie 
region, including Casimir the Great University and the University 
of Technology and Life Sciences in Bydgoszcz.                    

SCIENCE AND INNOVATION AGENDA  
(Agenda Nauki i Innowacyjności) - Kujawsko-Pomorskie 
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Communication comes first 
in the regions
What is the best way to make communication 
about the value of the EU less complex, closer 
to home, and more appealing? One answer 
is to involve European citizens. The ‘Europe 
in My Region’ campaign is doing just that, 
encouraging citizens to discover EU-funded 
projects near them, to take pictures (to submit 
to the photo competition) and to write about 
them (and participate in the blogging contest).

A total of 837 photos depicting EU-funded projects were submit-
ted to the fifth edition of the Europe in My Region photo com-
petition. A jury of two photographers and one social media expert 
selected the three joint winners: Diellza Balaj from Kosovo, Carlo 
Deviti from Italy, and Saara Olkkonen from Finland. 

"I spotted the photo competition on Facebook, then checked 
the European Commission website and the Italian web portal for 
EU funds to see which projects were financed where I live. I went 
out, took the photos and surprisingly won the competition." 
explained Carlo Deviti.

Then, together with the other winners, he was invited to Brussels 
to participate in a photo workshop, and to participate in the award 
ceremony during the European Week of Regions and Cities. "It was 
an amazing experience, meeting people from all over Europe 
during this event," said Carlo.

Finding the right words

Also among the participants were the winners of the Europe in 
My Region blogging competition. Bloggers from around Europe 
were invited to write about EU-funded projects. The blog posts 
were then translated and republished on the EurActiv website 
and shared on social media. 

A jury of professional journalists picked the three winning blog 
posts: Polish eco-blogger Janusz Mizerny came first with 
"Biogas buses are the green solution for cities". The other two 
winners were close behind: Clarissa Hirst (Sweden): "Playing 
with Russia in the Baltic Sea Sandpit: Challenges and Oppor-
tunities" and Andrea González González (Spain): The Cabárceno 
Natural Park, one of the first actions financed with European 
funds in Cantabria!

Clarissa shared her thoughts about the competition in a blog 
post: "Communications teams situated in Brussels can share 
statistics and information, but it is the people living, working, 
socialising, exercising, shopping and travelling in European 
regions that can more accurately convey what is going on there."

Finally, to add a gamification element to the overall campaign, 
a treasure hunt was organised. Treasure hunters had to find 
a hidden poster when visiting the projects, decipher a cryptic 
sentence and then reply to a final question online. Among the 
nearly 500 participants, Elinne Mertens from Belgium was 
the first to give the right answer – just 1 minute 26 seconds 
after the question was published online! Elinne won a trip to 
Vienna to visit an EU co-funded project.                             

FIND OUT MORE
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/
communication/inform-network/euimr_campaign/

CAPTURED ON CAMERA
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Grand Est, France:  
diversity in the heart of Europe

A new region has been created in the heart 
of Europe. Formed from the merger in 2016 of 
the Alsace, Champagne-Ardenne and Lorraine 
regions, Grand Est sits in a strategic position 
in north-eastern France, enjoying unmatched 
geographic and economic diversity.

Sharing borders with Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany 
and Switzerland, Grand Est is the only French region 
bordering four countries, with which it enjoys strong 

historic, cultural and economic ties. As such, European Cohe-
sion Policy has played a key role in supporting cross-border 
connections for Grand Est’s 5.5 million citizens and hundreds 
of thousands of small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs), as well as enhancing local employment, innovation 
and business growth across a wide variety of sectors.

Alsace was a pioneer in administering the European Regional 
Development Fund, becoming the first regional managing 
authority for the ERDF in France under a pilot programme 
in 2003. 

Philippe Richert, president of the Grand Est region (see inter-
view below), points out that, since 2014, the success of the 
Alsace pilot has led to more regional administrations being 
entrusted to manage the implementation of Cohesion Policy 
programmes, which he describes as vital to supporting 
economic and employment development across Europe. 

Based in Strasbourg, which is now Grand Est’s capital as well 
as a seat of the European Parliament, the regional managing 
authority continues to oversee Cohesion Policy funding for 
the whole region. Its task is to administer a budget of EUR 
773 million from the European Regional and Development 
Fund (ERDF) and European Social Fund (ESF) for the period 
from 2014-2020, supported by additional national and 
regional co-funding. 

Funding support

The managing authority’s remit includes continuing support 
for previously launched projects in Alsace, Champagne-Ardenne 
and Lorraine, as well as overseeing new initiatives aimed at 
promoting the ongoing development of the new larger Grand 
Est region. France’s recent territorial reform has reduced the 
total number of regions in the country from 27 to 18.

The merger of Alsace, Champagne-Ardenne and Lorraine com-
bines areas with very different socio-economic profiles, gen-
erating both benefits and challenges in achieving regional 
development goals. While Alsace and Champagne-Ardenne 
ranked among the EU’s more developed regions and received 
ERDF funding of EUR 75 million and EUR 185 million respec-
tively in the 2007-2013 programming period, Lorraine was 
considered a transition region and received ERDF support of 
EUR 329 million.

Now merged into Grand Est, the areas will continue to receive 
substantial EU funding in the coming years, taking into 
account not only the enlarged region’s diverse socio-economic 
make-up and ongoing industrial transition but in particular 
its international openness and strategic location for the cross-
border exchange of goods, services and expertise. 

Therefore, key ERDF and ESF funding priorities in Grand Est 
include supporting exporters, particularly SMEs which account 
for over 90 % of the more than 330 000 businesses in the 
region; enhancing education and research and innovation 
through smart specialisation strategies to strengthen competi-
tiveness; and transitioning to a low-carbon economy to improve 
energy efficiency and protect the region’s rich biodiversity.

	 	Philippe Richert, President of the Regional Council of Grand Est, 
welcoming Commissioner Creţu during a recent visit to Strasbourg
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Grand Est’s mix of machine, metallurgy and automotive 
industries, pharmaceutical and chemical firms and its large 
agribusiness sector make it the second-largest exporting 
region in France behind Île-de-France and the first in terms 
of volume of exports per capita. 

With more than 80 % of the new region’s 57 800 square kilo-
metres dedicated to agriculture and forestry, it is a leader in 
agricultural production, known worldwide for products such 
as the sparkling wines of Champagne. It is also increasingly 
becoming a major supplier of renewable energy from biomass 
and biofuels, in addition to wind and hydropower.

A relatively young population, well-regarded educational 
institutions such as the universities of Strasbourg and Reims, 
and a growing research and innovation sector further con-
tribute to Grand Est’s diversity, dynamism and potential. 

ERDF-supported initiatives, such as the molecular research 
project FILODIM in Lorraine and the construction of a Euro-
pean Aseptic and Sterile Environment Training Centre in 
Alsace (see boxes) are promoting Grand Est’s transition to 
an innovation-focused economy and building on its existing 
leadership in key areas of science and technology. 

Other EU-funded projects, such as the expansion of a busi-
ness incubator in the town of Saint-Dizier in Champagne-
Ardenne, are supporting entrepreneurs and the development 
of new business start-ups, providing new economic opportuni-
ties for local businesses and increasing the region’s attrac-
tiveness for foreign investment. 

Interreg: cross-border cooperation 

Reflecting its strategic location, Grand Est’s share of trade with 
other EU countries and Switzerland is higher than any other 
French mainland region, while local industries benefit from 

EASE STRASBOURG:  
FULL-IMMERSION TRAINING 
When it opens in 2017, the European Aseptic and 
Sterile Environment (EASE) training centre based at 
Strasbourg University will provide new education and 
training opportunities for students and support Grand 
Est’s health, chemistry and agrifood industries.

Supported by the ERDF and France’s national 
Programme d’Investissements d’Avenir, the EASE 
centre is designed as a full-immersion training insti-
tution operating as a real factory, developed by and 
for manufacturers. Under real working conditions, 
students will acquire specific skills such as good 
manufacturing practices and an in-depth knowledge 
of processes, techniques and constraints related to 
clean-room work. Primarily focused on supporting 
training for health-related industries in the Grand 
Est region, it will also offer educational oppor-
tunities for the chemical and agrifood sectors. 

Occupying 4 500 square metres, the EASE centre 
will offer both short and long-term courses to 
a wide variety of students, including around 
1 000 people each year undergoing initial training, 
2 500 on prolonged training programmes and 
500 on retraining courses. The project includes the 
construction of a hall of residence for students 
following work experience programmes. 

TOTAL COST: 

EUR 16.3 MILLION
EU CONTRIBUTION: EUR 3.3 MILLION

https://www.unistra.fr/index.php?id=18114

1 border with 4 European countries



159 000 cross-border workers from neighbouring countries. 
Grand Est accounted for 13.6 % of all French exports in 2014, 
with EU trading partners accounting for 75 % of total trade. 

Grand Est participates in three ERDF-supported Interreg 
cross-border programmes helping regional and local public 
authorities to share ideas and experience on public administra-
tion in practice, building social and economic exchanges, and 
improving policy strategies for citizens and communities. 

The Interreg Rhin Supérieur programme supports cross-border 
cooperation with German and Swiss regions with a budget of 
EUR 110 million, while the Grande Région programme brings 
Grand Est together with authorities in the Belgian region of Wal-
lonia, Luxembourg and the German regions of Saarland and 
Rhineland-Palatinate with funding of EUR 140 million. Grande 
Est is also involved in the France-Wallonie-Vlaanderen Interreg 
partnership to enhance cooperation between five French and 
Belgian regions with a budget of EUR 170 million.                  n

FILODIM: HEALTHY OUTLOOK 
FOR CUTTING-EDGE 
TECHNOLOGY  
At the Centre hospitalier régional et universitaire de Nancy, 
academia and industry have been working together on 
the EU-funded FILODIM project to develop novel radioac-
tive tracers to help to detect cancer. The initiative is a 
recent example of the cutting-edge work being carried 
out by the Nancyclotep research group, established in 
2007 to explore innovative applications for positron 
emission tomography (PET) imaging technology.

Nancyclotep’s research has already produced significant 
results that are being applied by the European healthcare 
industry, helping to improve detection and diagnosis for 
a range of oncological, neurological and cardiovascular 
disorders. In FILODIM, the researchers have put into prac-
tice novel cancer-detection techniques, conducted pre-
clinical trials and further developed PET technologies. The 
project has also contributed to the development of an 
e-learning platform for training PET specialists, dissemi-
nated across the European healthcare sector. 

In this way, FILODIM and other Nancyclotep initiatives 
have played a significant role in promoting Nancy’s 
regional and university hospital as a centre of excellence 
in PET-related research, not just in the Grand Est region, 
but across France and indeed the whole of Europe. 

TOTAL COST: 
EUR 2.3 MILLION
EU CONTRIBUTION: EUR 556 400

http://nancyclotep.inist.fr/

SAINT-DIZIER: GROWING 
A BUSINESS INCUBATOR  
The town of Saint-Dizier in Champagne-Ardenne opened 
its first business incubator in 2013, occupying part of 
a former school building in an area targeted for urban 
renewal. Its success was immediate and far beyond the 
expectations of local community authorities, with an 
occupancy rate of more than 90 % and numerous entre-
preneurs and students making good use of the building. 

As a result, the Pépinière d'entreprises de Saint-Dizier is 
now being expanded, thanks to support from the ERDF. 
The entire building will be converted into an area adapted 
for use by the business incubator, offering more space for 
entrepreneurs and start-ups to work, improved shared 
logistics facilities and better access to institutional and 
financial support. 

TOTAL COST: 
EUR 593 400
EU CONTRIBUTION: EUR 219 400

http://www.saint-dizier.fr/vie-economique/accompa-
gnement-et-demarches/espace-createurs-d-entre-
prises.html
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Population
5 552 388 (2012), representing 8.4 % of the national total. 

Labour market
In 2012, 67.9 % of the population was in employment compared 
to the national average of 68.5 % (EU 68.3 %); unemployment 
stood at 9.4 % (national 10.2 %, EU 10.8 %).

Economy
Grand Est has the sixth highest GDP per capita of France’s 
18 regions at EUR 27 000 (2013), just below the national 
average of EUR 28 400 but above the EU-28 average of 
EUR 26 500. The main sectors are services, industry, 
construction and agriculture.  

Smart specialisations
The new region has a growing research and innovation 
sector focused around five key regional priorities: natural 
resource management, material sciences, healthcare and 

pharmaceuticals, the bioeconomy, and future factory 
innov ations. Although investment in R&D is below the 
national average, in 2011, researchers in Grand Est applied 
for 440 patents from the European Patent Office, the fourth 
highest number among all French metropolitan areas.

Other key sectors
Trade plays a significant role in Grand Est’s economy due to 
the region’s strategic location bordering Belgium, Germany, 
Luxembourg and Switzerland. It is second only to Île-de-
France in terms of exports, and accounted for 13.6 % of all 
French exports in 2014. Around 75 % of exports go to other 
EU countries, with Germany accounting for 30 %.              n

FIND OUT MORE
http://www.alsacechampagneardennelorraine.eu/
la-region-alsace-champagne-ardenne-lorraine/
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Greater confidence and flexibility 
with Brussels

STRUCTURING THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
OF THE GRAND EST REGION

Philippe Richert, President of the 
new Grand Est region, outlines 
the real benefits of the Cohesion 
Policy, particularly as regards 
avoiding a digital divide between 
rural areas and urban agglomera-
tions. In this interview with 
Panorama, he calls for greater 
confidence and flexibility between 
the European Commission and 
regions as managing authorities.

How can Cohesion Policy help the 
Grand Est region to develop 
economically and what are the 
priority areas? 

For the 2014-2020 period, the 
Grand Est region is receiving EUR 
770 million through regional 

Operational Pro grammes in Alsace, 
Champagne-Ardennes and Lorraine, 
funded by the EU’s Structural Funds. In 
addition, EUR 420 million is allocated to 
the Interreg Upper Rhine, Grande Région 
and Belgium-France (France-Wallonie-
Vlaanderen) cross-border programmes. 
Combined, this amounts to over 
EUR 1 billion in total. By adding the 
European Social Fund (ESF) share, 
Cohesion Policy represents a very 
substantial and structural resource for 
the territorial organisation and economic 
development of the Grand Est region.

Of this sum, 61 % of ERDF funds are 
directed towards three priority areas: 
EUR 143.8 million for research and inno-
vation, EUR 127.7 million to support com-
pe t i t i veness  a mong  SM E s ,  a nd 
EUR 77.8 million for the development of 
infrastructure and digital technology. 
Investments in energy transition will 
receive EUR 145.8 million in ERDF funding, 
while ESF support totalling almost 
EUR 160  million across the Grand Est 
region mainly finances education and train-
ing for young people and job-seekers. 

For example, under the aegis of the 
region and its nine departments, we 
have initiated a tendering process for 
the installation of FTTH fibre-optic 
broadband across Grand Est. These pro-
jects are worth over EUR 2 billion. Rural 
territories are in a weaker position and 
high-speed broadband is one of the key 
ways of avoiding a digital divide.

What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of the new approach, 
which seeks to integrate funding and 
financial instruments? 

The advantage of financing policies 
through the use of financial engineering 
instruments alongside subsidising 
mechanisms is that we can make avail-
able a greater number of resources. 
Through the Juncker plan, which is sup-
ported by the European Investment 
Bank (EIB), European funding will be 
used to support businesses rather than 
local authorities via the European Fund 
for Strategic Investments (EFSI). In 
terms of fibre-optic installation projects, 
EUR 500 million has been rolled out to 
Alsace, while seven other departments 
in the Grand Est region will receive EUR 
1.3 billion. This will create jobs and help 
establish a training infrastructure, par-
ticularly for construction work. Never-
theless, it is essential to reach a balance 
between the two forms of funding and 
to evaluate the effectiveness of these 
financial instruments.
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There is a global issue regarding the use 
of European funds focused on 
simplification. How can regions 
contribute to this?

Europe has very detailed requirements 
to ensure that its resources are properly 
allocated. These checks make the pack-
ages so onerous that people often prefer 
to renounce them rather than fill in 
hundreds of pages of forms. It is impor-
tant to move away from this perspective 
of mistrust and adopt a more trusting 
approach. In view of the upcoming pro-
gramming period, French regions are also 
proposing to waive certain regulatory 
obstacles, such as ceasing the applica-
tion of state aid to Cohesion Policy and 
creating a single European fund.

During the 2014-2020 period, the 
regions can contribute to this simplifi-
cation by mobilising certain tools, such 
as establishing a single window for pro-
ject leaders or the use of simplified cost 
options. 

In your opinion, is Cohesion Policy 
effective and how can it be improved?

Cohesion Policy helps limit the effects 
of the economic crisis. It holds back the 
reduction of public investment in 
Europe and drives forward public poli-
cies aimed at job-creating growth by 
adapting interventions in the actual 
requirements of each territory. In total, 
977 projects and almost EUR 160 mil-
lion have been scheduled for the Grand 
Est region since 2015; 766 of these 
projects were ERDF funded to the sum 
of EUR 86 million.

To make the policy more effective, it is 
crucial to move away from this scat-
tered approach and shift towards pro-
jects with more structuring effects in 
the long-term. We must be more organ-
ised to ensure that public money (Inter-
reg, ERDF) is used for more strategic 
purposes. This means having more flexi-
bility within our relationship with Brussels 
because large structuring projects are 
not established in the space of six 
months. However, for the first few years 
of each programming period, there is a 
risk of automatic de-commitment if the 
funding usage rate is inadequate. In 
light of the pressing need to produce 
results, projects non-deserving of priority 
status are adopted instead.

What results do you hope to achieve by 
the end of the 2014-2020 period?

Targets to be reached by 2023 have 
been set for each of the strategic 
objectives. Thematic evaluations will be 
carried out during the programming 
process. The results will be measured 
and evaluated regularly, with a focus 
on 31 December 2018. This mid-term 
evaluation will, where necessary, help 
adapt the strategies behind these 
programmes.

What is the added value of the Interreg 
France programme, a unique system of its 
kind? What is your opinion of the classic 
Interreg programmes?

We need greater consistency that goes 
beyond administrative borders. The 
Vosges inter-regional axis in the Opera-
tional Programme for Lorraine and 
Vosges covers the former regions of 

Lorraine, Alsace and Franche-Comté, 
along with objectives focused on the 
economy, tourism, territorial planning and 
improving the environment. We are using 
the same approach through the Véhicule 
du Futur cluster in Strasbourg, which 
covers Alsace and Franche-Comté. 

The 'classic' Interreg programmes have 
helped finance several projects involving 
the development of cross-border land, 
boosting training and employment, 
promoting research and innovation 
with projects at the University of the 
Greater Region and the Eucor European 
Campus. The latter is based on coop-
eration between the Universities of 
Strasbourg and Haute-Alsace in France, 
the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology 
in Germany, and the Universit ies 
of Freiburg and Basel in Switzerland, 
with the aim of building a large net-
work of innovation and research along 
the Rhine. 

What impact has the recent French 
territorial reform had on Operational 
Programmes and their management, 
which has remained within the regions 
as defined before the reform?

The merging of regions has not had an 
impact on the Operational Programmes 
approved by the European Commission. 
However, it has had a direct impact on 
cross-border relations. The creation of 
the Grand Est region has pushed neigh-
bouring territories to organise them-
selves. In this regard, German states 
such as Saarland, Rhineland-Palatinate 
and Baden-Württemberg have made 
plans to coordinate themselves before 
entering into discussions with us.      
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Interview with Commissioner Thyssen

How can Europe help to address 
the challenge of unemployment, 
particularly among young people?

President Juncker mentioned this 
in his State of the Union address 
last September: employment is 

a major priority for the Commission.

Beyond the European Fund for Strate-
gic Investments and Structural Funds, 
which support investment and thus 
employment, it is important to high-
light two particular areas that offer 
diverse opportunities: the European 
Social Fund's specific programmes for 
supporting the integration of young 
people into the labour market, and the 
Youth Employment Initiative. The Com-
mission is pleased with the results 
obtained so far in relation to this ini-
tiative: in total, 1.4 million young peo-
ple have already received help, and 
France has fully exploited this initiative, 
helping 220 000 youths in eligible 
regions, to date.

In addition to promoting training, par-
ticularly at the regional level, these 
funds have made i t  possib le to 
strengthen support for young people 
seeking employment or qualifications 
through high-quality initiatives such as 
the Youth Guarantee. Nevertheless, 
there is still room for improvement as 
regards identifying those who are not in 
education, employment or training 
(NEETs) and for whom there is still 
a lack of new initiatives being financed.

As such, the Commission has proposed 
to add another EUR 1 billion to the 
Youth Employment Initiative, which 
beneficiary Member States will sup-
plement with an equivalent amount 
from their European Social Fund 
allocation.

Management of the Structural Funds 
is a constant concern for potential 
beneficiaries. Are there any plans 
to make further simplifications?

Simplification is a cornerstone of our 
initiative for supporting a 'results-based 
budget' – it was initiated in 2015 to 
support employment and growth using 
the European budget as efficiently as 
possible.

France has already started using simpli-
fied cost options in implementing pro-
grammes co-financed by the European 
Regional Development Fund and the 
European Social Fund. 

Furthermore, the first delegated act 
adopted by the Commission in this con-
text concerned the French national 
Youth Employment Initiative. This act 
made it possible to support a results-
based approach for implementing the 
Youth Guarantee initiative. Similar prop-
ositions in the field of training are being 
discussed with certain French regions. 
In this context, I would also invite coor-
dinating authorities to play a greater 
role in preparing and coordinating 
regional proposals.

Finally, I would like to emphasise that in 
July 2015 the European Commission set 
up a High Level Group on Simplification 
for beneficiaries of the European Struc-
tural and Investment Funds (ESI Funds). 
This group, comprising 12 experts, 
advises the Commission on how to 
reduce the administrative burden on the 
beneficiaries of ESI Funds. It has par-
ticularly benefited from the involvement 
– for which II would like to thank them 
warmly – of the French authorities: the 
General Commission for Territorial 
Equality, the General Delegation for 
Employment and Vocational Training 
and the Regions of France.                 n

On 26 October, Commissioners Corina Creţu and Marianne Thyssen participated in a working 
seminar on the Multiannual Financial Framework and the future of Cohesion Policy post 2020, 
organised by the Association of French Regions, chaired by Philippe Richert, President 
of the new Grand Est region. MEPs and regional representatives also participated in the seminar.
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Interview with Commissioner Creţu

According to you, what role can the 
newly merged French regions play in 
the implementation of Cohesion Policy?

The French territorial reform, which 
came into force on 1 January 
2016, transformed the territorial 

architecture of France by reducing the 
number of regions from 22 to 13. Also, 
new responsibilities were allocated to 
these new regions which are now exclu-
sively in charge of supporting businesses, 
implementing policies on training and 
employment, and intervening in transport, 
including regional trains and buses, roads, 
airports and ports. They also manage 
secondary-level education, community 
planning and large infrastructures. In 
this sense, the new regions are our key 
interlocutors in the implementation of 
Cohesion Policy.

This allows for investments that can 
thus be mutually reinforcing and provide 
a more effective contribution to Euro-
pean objectives, adapting the course 
of action to specific regional and local 

contexts. In addition, this approach also 
increases ownership of actions at 
national, regional and local levels, with 
the strong involvement of partners in 
line with the partnership principle. 

One of the main complaints regarding 
ERDF remains the implementation 
of state aid rules. Do you believe 
the same treatment can be applied 
to simplification as to other EU 
instruments such as H2020?

Our framework for 2014-2020 already 
includes a broad range of simplification 
elements, such as a common set of rules 
for all ESI Funds, more possibilities for 
simplified cost options and e-cohesion. 
Then, the mid-term review of the MFF 
includes legislative proposals for a sim-
pler and more result-oriented approach. 
Furthermore, we have listened to a great 
number of stakeholders, through the 
High Level Group on Simplification for 
beneficiaries, as well as the Regulatory 
Fitness and Performance Programme 
(the REFIT platform).

However, we may have reached the lim-
its of what we can do within the existing 
system. Without pre-empting a future 
Commission proposal on the post-2020 
MFF, we may need a more fundamental 
review of the way Cohesion Policy 
operates. 

First, differentiation: we need to recog-
nise that institutional and administrative 
structures and capacities differ across 

Member States. And this should be 
reflected in the delivery system.

Second, we should be moving towards 
a single set of rules for funds under 
shared implementation. Of course, we 
have made some progress in harmonis-
ing the rules for the ESI Funds, but there 
are still fund-specific differences which 
create complexities. We therefore need 
to deploy all efforts to move towards a 
single set of rules in the next funding 
period, involving all investment funds 
under shared management.

And third, we need to trigger stronger 
synergies with other EU instruments, in 
particular the Investment Plan, to max-
imise the leverage of the EU budget.

In this context, state aid rules remain one 
of the key challenges for the coming years. 
State aid rules should not be an unneces-
sary obstacle for easy access to EU fund-
ing. However, this issue will require detailed 
examination in the post-2020 context and 
close collaboration among the services 
in charge of these themes.                    n
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Baltic Sea Region looks 
to future trends and challenges
The European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea 
Region (EUSBSR) is the first macro-regional 
strategy to be created by the European Union. 
It aims to reinforce cooperation and promote 
balanced development in this large region which 
counts 80 million inhabitants – 16 % of the EU 
population – and eight countries (Sweden, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, 
Lithuania and Poland). 

On 8-9 November 2016, the 7th Strategy Forum, enti-
tled ‘One Region, One Future – Vision 2030 for 
the Baltic Sea Region’, took place in Stockholm, 

Sweden. The Forum was opened by Commissioner for 
Regional and Urban Policy Corina Creţu, the Prime Minister 
of Sweden, Stefan Löfven, and the Prime Minister of Finland, 
Juha Sipilä. 

Around 1 200 stakeholders from national and regional gov-
ernments, civil society, the private sector, academia and media 
participated in more than 40 thematic workshops and semi-
nars to discuss a vision for 2030 and to consider how future 
trends and challenges can be met through macro-regional 
cooperation. 

Commissioner Creţu pointed out: “For seven years now, the 
EU Baltic Sea Strategy, the first macro-regional strategy ever, 
has enabled cooperation on challenges which cannot be 
addressed at national level: clean and safe shipping, climate 
change adaptation and improved transport networks, to 

name a few, but more needs to be done. In particular, 
renewed and constant political commitment, efficient pooling 
of resources and communication efforts to show the value 
added of the Strategy.”

A foresight report (see link below) was presented – ‘Looking 
towards 2030: Preparing the Baltic Sea Region for 
the future’ – which provided input for discussion on how 
coo peration can help provide the best responses to future 
challenges.

The main trends identified for the region include:

 > changing demographic pressures and migration flows

 > renewing industries and innovation

 > deepening environmental conversation and preparing 
for climate change

 > changing democratic decision-making and increasing 
collaboration.

A key question for debate concerned which issues need to 
be solved at macro-regional level and which are better dealt 
with at either lower- or higher-governance levels.

The main areas identified for intensified macro-
regional cooperation include:

 > environmental and climate challenges, which can only 
be mastered jointly
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 > joint civil protection, requiring multi-sector cooperation 
across countries

 > blue growth, which concerns the common resources 
of the Baltic Sea

 > increased oversight of shipping transport in view 
of increasing transport volumes

 > safeguarding long-term cooperation cultures, being 
a key to the success of the EUSBSR.

Performance and potential

Feeding into the discussion about future trends and oppor-
tunities for macro-regional cooperation, the report ‘Trends, 
challenges and potentials in the Baltic Sea Region’ was 
presented and discussed in a dedicated session. It includes 
the results from a Baltic Sea Region Territorial Monitoring 
System and the Baltic Sea Region Potential Index. Both tools 
show the Baltic Sea Region’s current performance and pro-
vided input for discussion on the potential for development 
within the macro region.

The updated Baltic Sea Region Territorial Monitoring 
System demonstrated the changing nature of existing dis-
parities. At a national level, the east-west economic divide in 
the Baltic Sea Region is closing. At the same time, all countries 
are experiencing increased polarisation at sub-national level. 
The sharpest divide today can be found within social develop-
ment. The financial crisis also appears to have hit rural areas 
harder than other types of regions. The result is an increasing 
concentration of production, jobs and people in the urban 
areas of the Baltic Sea region. Furthermore, the report points 
to major environmental challenges, such as air quality in the 
cities and eutrophication levels in the Baltic Sea.

The Baltic Sea Region Regional Potential Index ranks 
and analyses the performance of all 115 regions of the Baltic 
Sea Region. It provides policy-makers with insights on regional 
strengths and weaknesses and can be used for comparative 

learning between regions. The index is based on three 
categor ies: demographic potential, labour force potential and 
economic potential. At the top of the list, the region of Oslo 
takes the lead, followed by its neighbouring region of Akershus. 
The rest of the top 10 are the four respective capital regions 
of Sweden, Denmark, Germany and Finland, as well as 
three Norwegian regions (Rogaland, Hordaland and Sør-
Trøndelag) and the region of Hamburg, Germany.

Another report presented in Stockholm, ‘The Top of Europe 
– Doing Well Today, Feeling Worried About Tomorrow’, provides 
an overview on economic trends in the Baltic Sea region, 
including outlooks on investments, growth and competitive-
ness. It confirms that the countries around the Baltic Sea still 
rank high in competitiveness and innovative capacity, and 
that prosperity continues to grow across the region. However, 
there are also economic worries about the continued erosion 
of the regioń s position in global markets.                         

FIND OUT MORE
http://www.balticsea-region-strategy.eu/

Juha Sipila, Finland's Prime Minister, on the left, Stefan Lofven, 
Sweden's Prime Minister, on the right and Corina Creţu, visit the Creative 

Lounge during the Baltic Sea Strategy Forum   
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Strengthening administrative 
capacity through employee 
self-assessment
The Directorate-General for Regional and Urban 
Policy is deploying a set of tools to improve the 
management and implementation of the European 
Regional Development Fund and the Cohesion 
Fund. It will also include a new self-assessment 
tool for employees involved in administering the 
funding programmes as part of efforts to support 
the development of human resources.

To a large extent, the performance of Member States 
and regions is influenced by the quality of the public 
administration’s administrative capacity. Three key fac-

tors that have an impact on performance are the structures 
of the administrations, the human resources, and the avail-
ability of appropriate systems and tools. Is there an ideal 
model for an organisation on how to manage the funds? 
No, there is no standard model ready and available, but it is 
certainly possible to identify a group of key competences 
which can improve the performance of an organisation 
responsible for managing the funds. 

Consequently, to help Member State administrations, the Direc-
torate-General for Regional and Urban Policy has developed 
a competency framework and a related self-assessment tool. 
The objective is to support the further professionalisation of 
the management of the funds and ultimately a stronger admin-
istrative capacity in the administrations managing the funds. 

These tools should help Member States and regions to 
strengthen their administrations in an efficient way and identify 
gaps with regard to the required competencies and skills among 
their staff, thereby defining training and recruitment needs. The 
results of the self-assessment can also be used for the develop-
ment of training modules at both national and European levels 
on management of the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund.

A pilot version of the self-assessment tool has already 
been tested internally by DG Regio. This exercise confirmed 
that the tasks and sub-tasks and the 180 competencies 

identified in the self-assessment tool are appropriate and 
effective, although some technical and operational changes 
were suggested prior to the widespread deployment of the 
system. Among other modifications, the tool will be adapted 
from its current Microsoft Excel-based format into a more 
user-friendly and adaptable web-based version, facilitating 
implementation and providing greater flexibility.

Fine-tuning

To further refine the self-assessment tool, additional test-
ing will soon be carried out involving selected pilot admin-
istrations in seven Member States, supported by a team 
of consultants. The cooperation between the pilot admin-
istrations and the consultants is expected to take place 
over approximately six months in the first half of 2017.

The consultants will closely follow, support and analyse the 
pilot deployment of the competency framework and the self-
assessment tool in the Member State administrations 
throughout the entire competency assessment process. 

The consultants will: 
 > Adapt the self-assessment tool according to the needs 
of each pilot administration;   

 > Support supervisors and managers in the 
administrations in collecting data from the self-
assessments carried out by employees using the tool, 
assist with the aggregation of data at the 
administration level, and help with the analysis 
of the collected and aggregated data; 

 > Identify actions and provide guidance on how the 
competencies in the pilot administrations that need 
upgrading or are missing can be strengthened 
or developed in an efficient way;
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 > Based on an analysis of the aggregated data from each 
administration, provide tailored guidance on roadmaps 
and strategies for developing human resources.

The pilot study across seven public administrations respon-
sible for managing the ERDF and CF programmes will help to 
identify necessary modifications to the self-assessment tool 
and enable changes to be made before the competency 
framework and the tool are made more widely available. 

The study will also draw conclusions on what Member State 
administrations and the European Commission should con-
sider in order to ensure the successful future implementation 
of the competency framework. This, in turn, will help further 
develop user guidelines and provide recommendations on how 
to best to promote wider use of the framework and self-
assessment tool, particularly in those Member States that 
need to further develop their administrative capacity. 

The results of the study will make it possible to widely promote 
the use of the competency framework and self-assessment tool 
in all Member State administrations responsible for managing 
the ERDF and Cohesion Fund from the middle of 2017.           

FIND OUT MORE
http://europa.eu/!Pv34Pm

PILOTING THE SELF-
ASSESSMENT TOOL 
The authorities responsible for the following 
programmes are proposed for the pilot 
testing of the competency framework and 
self-assessment tool:

 > Austria: Operational Programme Investments 
in Growth and Employment Austria 
2014-2020

 > Bulgaria: Operational Programme Environment 
2014-2020

 > Estonia: Operational Programme Cohesion 
Policy Funding 2014-2020

 > Greece: Regional Operational Programme 
Western Macedonia

 > Hungary: Operational Programme 
Environmental and Energy Efficiency 

 > Poland: Regional Operational Programme 
for Dolnośląskie

 > Romania/Bulgaria: Cross-Border Cooperation 
Programme
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Moving beyond GDP: the final EU 
Regional Social Progress Index 
In October, the latest version of the EU Regional 
Social Progress Index (EU-SPI) published 
the results of measures implemented across 
272 regions of the EU’s Member States.

‘Social progress’ is defined as society’s capacity to 
meet its citizens’ basic human needs, to establish 
the building blocks that allow citizens and com-

munities to enhance and sustain their quality of life, and 
to create the conditions to enable individuals to reach their 
full potential. The EU-SPI covers three broad dimensions 
of social progress: basic human needs; the foundations of 
well-being; and opportunity. Each of these is broken down 
into four underlying components described by 50 social 
and environmental indicators. The deliberate exclusion of 
economic indicators means that the Index measures social 
progress directly, rather than using economic proxies. 

Measuring social progress can inform EU regions’ 
development strategies. This latest Index sets out to: 

 > Help regions to identify peers, at any level of economic 
development, from whom they can learn and, if applicable, 
prioritise issues they want to address with their Cohesion 
Policy programmes;

 > Serve as a sounding board for the Commission to assess 
whether EU funds address the right issues in the right places;

 > Enable DG Regional and Urban Policy to make a contribution 
to the ‘GDP and beyond’ debate.

The scores are in

The results show that social progress is highest in Nordic and 
Dutch regions and lowest in Romanian and Bulgarian regions. 
Social progress is also high in Austria, Germany, Luxembourg, 
Ireland and the UK. Belgium and France score well, too, 
although both demonstrate high internal variability. The highest 
level of within-country variability is observed in Italy where 
central regions score better than the rest of the country. 

There is a strong link between the EU-SPI and gross domes-
tic product (GDP) per head although the relationship indi-
cates that at every level of economic performance there are 
opportunities for more social progress, but also risks for 
less. In poorer regions, every extra euro of GDP per capita 
makes a clear additional contribution to social progress, 
while for richer regions this is much less true. This is par-
ticularly evident in capital regions: for example, Bucharest, 
Bratislava, Prague, Brussels and London all have a relatively 
low SPI level relative to their GDP per head. However, other 
regions, such as the Nordic and most Dutch regions, out-
perform their economic level, scoring higher than their GDP 
per head might imply. 

With the exception of some regions in Member States which 
joined the EU in 2004 or after, the EU-SPI reveals that basic 
human needs are being met across almost all EU regions. 
The foundations of well-being dimension shows greater vari-
ation with only the Nordic Member States, the Netherlands 
and Ireland scoring well across all their regions. Opportunity 
registers the largest discrepancies with low performers in 
many regions in the southern and eastern EU. 

The EU Regional Social Progress Index is the result of a three-
year cooperation between DG Regional and Urban Policy 1, the 
Social Progress Imperative and Orkestra – a Basque Institute 
of Competitiveness. It follows the overall framework of the 
Global Social Progress Index, customised for the EU using 
indicators drawn primarily from Eurostat data.                  n

FIND OUT MORE
http://europa.eu/!Dg69Mv

 1  The EU Regional Social Progress Index has not been created for the pur-
pose of funding allocation and does not bind the Commission in any way.
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Coordinator Andrius Sutnikas 
from the Klaipeda Science and 
Technology Park in Lithuania 
talks to Panorama about the 
MarTech LNG project, and how 
it has helped turn the South Baltic 
region into a hub for liquid natural 
gas (LNG) supply on a global scale.

With new EU regulations driving 
the move to cleaner maritime 
fuels, the shipping industry in 

countries bordering the South Baltic Sea 
needed to adapt fast. The eight European 
partners in the MarTech LNG project, with 
EU support, saw an opportunity to exploit 
LNG industries as a catalyst for regional 
growth and development and transform 
the Southern Baltic into a model for clean 
shipping.

Panorama: How did the project get 
started? 

Andrius Sutnikas: Lithuania and Poland 
decided to make significant investments 
in energy security and independence. 
Naturally, the universities and compa-
nies in our network wanted to know how 
they could benefit from the funding and 
a possible new energy source. So we 
initiated the project to establish a cross-
border value chain in the South Baltic 
Sea region.  

What challenges or opportunities 
did the project respond to? 

Local companies and universities lack 
the LNG-related skills to establish new 
business models and technological 
solutions. Having investigated the 
opportunities, we realised that one of 
the main markets could be shipping, 
since new environmental regulations 
were coming into force. We trans-
formed environmental challenges into 
business opportunities with additional 
investments from shipowners, trigger-
ing jobs and technological development 
for the region's maritime industry. Now 
Polish and Lithuanian shipyards are 
leaders in LNG-powered ships. The 
South Baltic is becoming a model for 
clean shipping that could be exported 
to other regions.

How did you acquire and transfer 
the technological expertise needed? 

KSTP was project leader and we had eight 
partners from five countries. MarTech LNG 
trained 200 experts, mapping the scientific 
profiles relating to LNG research in the 
region and setting up a competence-build-
ing platform on the business cooperation 
portal golng.eu: an open-access compen-
dium of LNG research studies in fields such 
as liquefaction, machinery, onshore and 
small-scale LNG facilities, safety and envi-
ronment, commercial trends and market 
dynamics. We also conducted 14 technol-
ogy seminars, giving regional stakeholders 
access to cutting-edge technologies.

Through 20 B2B meetings, MarTech LNG 
kick-started 10 business projects. And we 
carried out feasibility consultations on 
large-scale LNG-technology tenders: LNG 
bunkering for a short-sea vessel in Den-
mark; LNG terminal capacity in Klaipeda; 
and a new ferry line between Świnoujście 
and Klaipeda, connecting two major LNG 
hubs in the region.

What role did EU funding play? 

EU funding helped to facilitate technological 
development and business partnerships 
that have brought some EUR 46 million into 
the project. This would not have happened 
without European investment.

 
SETTING A GLOBAL  
BENCHMARK FOR CLEAN  
SHIPPING

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:  
EUR 1 352 900 

EU CONTRIBUTION:  
EUR 1 088 500

PROJEC TS
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Was it difficult to set up cross-border 
supply chains? 

Building sustainable value chains and 
providing technological solutions for 
new LNG business models were the 
main challenges, because we dealt with 
cross-sectoral and cross-cultural issues. 
But we aimed to offer a competitive 
advantage to different sectors in the 
business partnership. This helped to pro-
mote an understanding that we are 
addressing challenges on a global scale 
and to be competitive we should adopt 
an international perspective, connecting 
production capacities in the east and 
technology in the north.  

How has the region benefited from 
the project? 

The major focus was the region's energy 
and marine technology industries, but we 
have also provided a critical mass for 
LNG infrastructure development in ports 
and cities, and research data to support 
decision-making in public and private 
entities. The shipbuilding industries in the 
Southern Baltic are definitely benefiting 
and becoming world leaders in the field. 
We have built partnerships that will sus-
tain an LNG-based business model in the 
region. If all the business opportunities 
triggered during the project are imple-
mented, we would generate at least 400-
500 jobs. We expect activities to increase 
by leaps and bound in the future.

How did you involve major 
multinational companies? 

During the project we visited one of the 
major world LNG events to promote the 
regional LNG value chain. That attracted 
the attention of companies like GE, Shell, 
Emerson and Wärtsilä which were inter-
ested in providing the capacity for tech-
nological development and innovation in 
the region. The project network maintains 
close relations with these partners. 

What further business innovation 
opportunities were unleashed? 

One single port or city will never be 
competitive in this emerging industry. 
We need a value chain to develop prod-
ucts and services in demand world-wide. 
MarTech LNG encompasses both tech-
nological and organisational innovation. 
The project heralded a paradigm shift in 
bunker fuel practice with both environ-
mental and economic impacts. Natural 
gas is the cleanest fossil fuel available. 
Moreover, price forecasts for marine gas 
oil indicate that LNG vessels might have 
the lowest exploitation costs, despite 
higher initial investments, compared to 
other available technologies such as 
exhaust gas purification.

The cross-border competence network 
now unites 200 experts with cutting-
edge expertise in LNG engineering, 
safety and business analysis.

What lessons have been learnt for 
the future? 

The MarTech LNG project has developed 
cross-border supply chains which max-
imise the regional economic potential of 
the emerging LNG industry, leveraging 
business investments worth EUR 46 mil-
lion. The economic impact is expected to 
grow in future. MarTech LNG is widely 
recognised as the crucial spark that 
unleashed a range of investments in the 
shipbuilding and bunkering sectors. 

Earlier debates on LNG in the South 
Baltic region were fragmented and pri-
marily related to energy independence, 
particularly in Poland and Lithuania. 
Today, a smart cross-border cluster of 
interdependent ports, shipbuilders, 
shipowners, technology and bunkering 
providers in the South Baltic region is 
gaining momentum. The project has 
triggered a chain of technological and 
business innovation activities for smart 
specialisation in the South Baltic mari-
time industry, also building technologi-
ca l  synerg ies between LNG and 
non-LNG port activities such as ammo-
nia cooling. MarTech LNG is an example 
of how soft measures and cross-border 
cooperation can pioneer economic 
growth and job creation.                   n

FIND OUT MORE: 
Klaipeda Science and Technology Park: 
www.kmtp.lt
LNG value chain: www.golng.eu
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The GreenDC project, being developed 
on the banks of the River Louros, is having 
a significant impact on ICT awareness and 
development in the Greek region of Epirus.

In recent years, rapid advances in the internet and infor-
mation and communication technologies have led to 
an ever-greater demand for large data centres to host 

the huge computing resources that power our global digi-
tal economy. These purpose-built centres consume huge 
volumes of energy which in turn contribute to greenhouse 
gases and their damaging effect on our climate and 
environment.

Modern computers generate large volumes of heat during 
operation, a significant fraction of which is consumed by 
data centres for air-conditioning and cooling systems. The 
Green Data Center (GreenDC) project, which was co-funded 
by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) under 
the Operational Programme ‘Digital Convergence 2007-
2013’, set out to reduce the power used by the computing 
services by employing reusable alternative and sustainable 
energy sources. 

Thanks to the project’s ecological design, total power con-
sumption will be cut by more than 50 % compared to 
the power used by conventional data centres, which will have 
a positive impact on the environment. 

Source material

GRNET, the Greek Research and Technology Network is using 
environmentally friendly solutions to develop its own data 
centres to meet the growing demand for computing resources 
which cost less to operate. Within this remit, it has developed 

the GreenDC project which relies on nature to provide the cold 
water required for the conventional chillers in the centre’s 
air-conditioning system.

Unlike most IT projects in Greece, GreenDC is housed away 
from the popular urban areas, on the banks of the River 
Louros next to a hydroelectric power plant operated by Public 
Power Company Renewables. Cold water is pumped from the 
river into the data centre’s air-conditioning system where heat 
exchangers use it to cool the internal water circuitry, rather 
than using power-demanding chillers.

The data centre is fully developed in six prefabricated containers 
which house the IT equipment, the power supply and UPS sys-
tems, a medium-voltage substation, the cooling system, a back-
up power generator and personnel office. The operation is fully 
unmanned, with all the monitoring and administration processes 
being carried remotely from GRNET, thanks to extensive 
automation and sensing systems and video imaging.

Currently hosting 200 state-of-the-art computing servers, 
the centre offers advanced services, such as cloud computing, 
to GRNET’s user base. It is also making significant inroads 
towards improving ICT awareness and the development of 
relevant technological know-how by stimulating interactions 
with the local community and academic institutions across 
the Epirus region.                                                               n

FIND OUT MORE
http://www.grnet.gr

PROJEC TS

NATURAL RESOURCES 
POWER GREEN DATA 
CENTER IN EPIRUS

TOTAL INVESTMENT:  
EUR 8 347 900 

EU CONTRIBUTION:  
EUR 8 347 900
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The Dutch video game industry has been boosted 
by the creation of the start-up incubator, the Dutch 
Game Garden, which provides an innovative 
networking space and services for established 
industry leaders and to nurture new talent.

The Netherlands has made a significant investment in 
the video games sector with the creation of the Dutch 
Game Garden (DGG), an innovative start-up incubator 

that aims to promote talent in the industry. Since its inception 
in 2008, DGG has grown into a vibrant community that has 
attracted an array of innovative companies and expertise. 

This start-up incubator and events hub dedicated to the video 
games industry has proved to be a unique and fertile concept 
both in the Netherlands and internationally, says DGG's Com-
munications Manager Eline Muijres. Before 2008, the industry 
suffered from a lack of visibility and was unable to coordinate 
and provide support for new start-up ventures, she says. DGG 
has enabled the Netherlands to create a network of industry 
professionals as well as attracting new talent.

Between 2008 and 2014, some 75 companies were located at 
DGG’s headquarters in Utrecht and in other hubs in Hilversum and 
Breda. This created more than 200 jobs and generated EUR 6 mil-
lion in revenues. DGG has also supported over 500 companies, 
offering advice, consultation and matchmaking services.

DGG hosts a range of events, including its trademark network 
lunches for potential clients, students, teachers and investors. 
Its annual Indigo event provides top Dutch game creators with 
a high-profile showcase for their work. Other activities include 
master classes for up-and-coming talent, game "jams" and work-
shops. To date, over 22 000 people have attended DGG events.

“Dutch Game Garden has rapidly grown into a well-known con-
cept both within and outside the Netherlands. It’s a space full 
of game and technology companies, powered by a start-up 

support programme, numerous networking events, hundreds 
of publications and new locations popping up all over the coun-
try. This combination of mutually reinforcing activities makes 
us unique in the Netherlands and abroad,” says DGG Managing 
Director Jan-Pieter van Seventer.

Serious gaming

DGG houses a wide variety of game companies with inter-
national reach, developing applications that can be either 
entertainment-focused or applied games. 

In fact, DGG has been a leading supporter of ‘serious games’ 
– a category that uses gaming techniques to train or educate 
users on specific topics, such as care of the elderly and 
patient safety. During a visit to DGG in 2015, European Com-
missioner for Regional Policy Corina Crețu was particularly 
impressed by its activities in this field.  

DGG has also diversified to mentor companies in application 
development, online campaigns and interactive design, as 
well as supporting game development. It has used project 
funding to provide more support and a wider range of incu-
bator services to a larger number of firms, and to relocate 
to more modern premises. There has also been a drive to 
encourage Dutch sector presence at international trade fairs 
and to enhance the industry’s visibility by collaborating on 
over 1 250 articles for digital, print and audio-visual media.

Total investment for the project ‘Dutch Game Garden’ is 
EUR 4 000 000, with the EU’s European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF) contributing EUR 1 600 000 through the ‘West 
Netherlands Employment and Competitiveness Operational 
Programme’ for the 2007-2013 programming period.        n

FIND OUT MORE
www.dutchgamegarden.nl 

PROJEC TS

DUTCH GARDEN  
NURTURES GAMING 
TALENT

TOTAL INVESTMENT:  
EUR 4 000 000

EU CONTRIBUTION:  
EUR 1 600 000
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A shared vision for Cohesion 
Policy post-2020

The Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions (CPMR) and 
the European Commission’s 
DG REGIO organised a major 
conference in Brussels in October 
to discuss the key role of Cohesion 
Policy for the future of the 
European Union. The aim of the 
event, ‘The role of Cohesion Policy 
in delivering EU priorities’, was to 
legitimise the role of Cohesion 
Policy in delivering EU priorities 
and to show how it is much more 
than a mere funding pot. 

Enrico Rossi, President of the 
Tuscany Region and Vice-presi-
dent of the CPMR, speaks to 

Panorama about the importance of 
the event and the CPMR’s vision of 
Cohesion Policy after 2020.   

What is your personal feedback from 
this year's European Week of Regions 
and Cities (EWRC) event? 

This year’s EWRC event gave regions 
across Europe the opportunity to show-
case their capacity to create growth and 
jobs, to implement European Union 
Cohesion Policy, and to prove the impor-
tance of the local and regional level 
for good European governance.

For the CPMR, and the 160 peripheral 
maritime regions it represents across 
Europe, the EWRC provided the oppor-
tunity to organise this important event, 
offering a regional perspective on the 
future of Cohesion Policy. Using concrete 
examples presented by our member 
regions, the conference demonstrated 
the role of Cohesion Policy in delivering 
EU priorities, improving investment 
conditions and achieving territorial, 
economic and social cohesion. 

We showed that European Structural 
and Investment Funds contribute to 
European priorities such as migration, 
climate change and the growth of SMEs. 

We also demonstrated how Cohesion 
Policy helps create the right terms and 
conditions for sustainable and long-
term investment.

What are the CPMR's views on how the 
2014-2020 funding period is going? 

Investment is one, if not the main prior-
ity of the EU. It is a clear priority for the 
Juncker Commission for the 2014-2020 
period, and the CPMR fully supports this 
vision. This is why we want to make sure 
that Cohesion Policy is recognised as the 
EU’s main investment policy. 

Therefore, the CPMR is calling on Presi-
dent Juncker and the European Commis-
sion to recognise the true potential and 
strength of Europe’s regions. We are 
looking to the future and the EU strategy 
post-2020, when the next set of policies 
and funding programmes begins. 

We welcome the efforts directed towards 
simplifying the implementation of pro-
grammes under shared management, 
the additional funding for the Youth 
Employment Initiative, the extension 

INTERV IE W
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of the SME initiative, and the creation 
of an investment priority on the integra-
tion of migrants. These are all very posi-
tive proposals from the European 
Commission, announced as part of the 
mid-term review of the EU budget. 

What is the CPMR's vision of the post-
2020 period?

The EU project is at a critical juncture, 
and we now have an opportunity to 
modernise Cohesion Policy, so it is at 
the heart of a reformed EU. Our vision 
of the policy’s future is clear: Cohesion 
Policy is more than just funding; it is a 
policy anchored in the EU Treaty that 
delivers EU priorities across Europe’s 
territories. 

It is our duty as regions to show that 
this policy delivers many other benefits. 
We were very happy that Commissioner 

Creţu shared that vision with us during 
the conference on the EU Budget 
Focused on Results.

How will the CPMR contribute to 
preparing for the post-2020 period? 

We have several ideas on what needs 
to change to modernise Cohesion Policy. 
The peripheral and maritime regions we 
represent have adopted a position paper 
stressing that Cohesion Policy is vital to 
economic growth across all of Europe’s 
territories, and must be strengthened 
to meet the EU’s changing priorities. 
The policy must be modernised and 
shaped to be at the heart of a reformed 
European Union. 

Cohesion Policy is not a mere funding 
pot ; it bridges regional disparities 
and creates growth and jobs, making 
it more important than ever. We are 

urging the European Commission 
to develop a long-term European 
strategy for investment combining 
the joint strengths of Cohesion Policy and 
the European Fund for Strategic 
Investment.

We are also calling on the Commission 
for major changes to simplify the pol-
icy for beneficiaries and managing 
autho rities and asking for a common 
set of rules for all f ive European 
Structural and Investment Funds.    n 

FIND OUT MORE 
http://www.crpm.org/ 

⌃ Eleni Marianou, Secretary-General of the CPMR ⌃  Normunds Popens, Deputy Director-General for Implementation, 
Regional and Urban Policy DG, European Commission

http://cpmr.org
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GUIDELINES ON ICT 
BEST PRACTICE

A new brochure has been published 
which aims to help managing authorities 
and public administrations effectively 
design and implement ICT investments. 
The guide collects successful projects 
from across the EU in areas such as 
e-government, e-health and e-learning 
as well as broadband infrastructure and 
network applications. The objective is to 
inspire managing authorities and public 
administrations to enhance the access, 
use and quality of ICT, as laid out in the 
two ICT ex-ante conditionalities set for 
the Thematic Objective 2. 

FIND OUT MORE
http://europa.eu/!Yb39tW 

NEW GUARANTEE 
AGREEMENTS UNDER 
THE SME INITIATIVE 
IN BULGARIA

New agreements have been signed 
between the European Investment 
Fund (EIF) and financial intermediaries 
in Bulgaria under its SME initiative pro-
gramme. Six months after the launch 
of the programme, five agreements 
have been signed with United Bulgarian 
Bank, Raiffeisenbank Bulgaria, Uni-
Credit Bulbank, ProCredit Bank and 
CIBANK. They are expected to unlock 
EUR 385 million of funding for SMEs in 
the country. “Bulgaria is in the leading 
group of Member States benefiting 
from this innovative Cohesion Policy 
programme, and these agreements 
concretely show that the SME initiative 
is deliver ing,” said Commissioner 
for Regional Policy Corina Creţu. 

The SME Initiative is a financial instru-
ment jointly developed by the Commis-
sion and the European Investment Bank 
(EIB) Group. It is part of a broader initia-
tive to encourage Member States to 
double the amount of Cohesion Policy 
funds invested through financial instru-
ments, in line with the objectives of 
the Investment Plan for Europe. “I hope 
that these new agreements will con-
vince other Member States to join the 
initiative,” Commissioner Creţu added. 

FIND OUT MORE 
http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/guar-
antees/sme_initiative/smei_bulgaria/
index.htm

BALTIC FUNDING 
PORTAL PUBLISHED

A new tool for searching funding for pro-
jects in the Baltic Sea Region has been 
developed by INTERACT and the Swedish 
Institute. The Baltic Funding Portal is an 
inventory of more than 300 funding 
instruments enabling cooperation in the 
Baltic Sea Region.

The Baltic Funding inventory includes 
more than 300 funding instruments. 
They cover public and private funding 
sources from all Baltic Sea countries 
(Germany, Poland, Denmark, Sweden, 
Finland, Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia), 
including non-EU countries such as Nor-
way and Russia. In addition, EU-wide 
funding programmes are included.

The added value of this portal is that, for 
the first time, it presents many funding 
instruments in English. More detailed 
information is available in the original lan-
guage and on the instruments’ original 
websites. 

FIND OUT MORE
http://funding.balticsea-region.eu/

Regional and 
Urban Policy

ENHANCING ACCESS TO, AND THE USE AND QUALITY OF ICT

July 2016

Support to the implementation 
of the ERDF INVESTMENT PRIORITY

Successful good 
practice and 
measures
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DANUBE REGION 
FOCUSES ON INNOVATION

The 5th annual forum of the EU Strategy 
for the Danube Region (EUSDR) was held 
on the 3-5 November 2016 in Bratislava, 
entitled ‘Innovative Flows: Water, Knowl-
edge and Innovation in the Danube 
Region’. During the opening session, two 
plenary sessions and six workshops, over 
800 stakeholders from across the region 
discussed future challenges and opportu-
nities. Discussions included making use 
of the possibility to combine different 
funds (including private funds) to finance 
projects; the crucial role of R&I, in particu-
lar smart specialisation; targeting young 
researchers (for example, fiscal incentives 
to counter brain drain); and efforts to 
develop a joint climate change adaptation 
strategy for the entire river basin.

To mark five years of the strategy, 
a new brochure has been produced 
to publicise its significant achievements, 
which are becoming evident. 

FIND OUT MORE
http://europa.eu/!Yb39tW

FOCUS ON FOUR MACRO-
REGIONAL STRATEGIES

The INTERACT programme has pub-
lished the first-ever publication to cover 
all four EU macro-regional strategies. 
‘Macro-regional strategies in changing 
times – EUSBSR, EUSDR, EUSALP and 
EUSAIR headed towards the future 
together’ gives an overview of the 
issues concerning the four strategies 
and aims to familiarise stakeholders 
with strategies in other macro-regions. 
The aim is to help facilitate cooperation 
and peer-to-peer activities between 
strategies in the future.

The publication includes experts’ points 
of view and an interesting quiz to test 
readers’ knowledge of macro-regional 
strategies.

FIND OUT MORE
http://europa.eu/!WD86hd 

EU COHESION POLICY, 
REASSESSING 
PERFORMANCE AND 
DIRECTION 

This book brings together academics, 
members of European institutions, and 
regional and national level policy-mak-
ers to assess the performance and 
direction of EU Cohesion Policy against 
the background of the most significant 
reforms to the policy in a generation. 
Responding to past criticisms of the 
policy ’s effect iveness, the policy 
changes introduced in 2013 have 
al igned European Struc tural and 
Investment Funds with the Europe 
2020 strategy and introduced meas-
ures to improve strategic coherence, 
performance and integrated development. 
The book has been published in Open 
Access, which means it is available for 
free download.

FIND OUT MORE
http://www.tandfebooks.com/action/sho
wBook?doi=10.4324/9781315401867

Regional and 
urban policy
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EU INVESTS IN POLISH 
TRANSPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE

The European Commission has approved 
three ‘major projects’, for a total of EUR 
350 million to be provided by the ERDF and 
the Cohesion Fund. The aim is to improve 
regional and international connectivity and 
to streamline nearby traffic or traffic along 
the Baltic-Adriatic corridor of the Trans-
European Transport Network (TEN-T). 

The first project, which will receive EUR 
93.5 million from the Cohesion Fund, 
covers the construction of a bypass near 
the town of Radom, in the region of 
Mazowieckie, on the S7 express route. 
The objective is to reduce traffic con-
gestion around the town while ensuring 
a rapid connection to international 

road networks. The second project , 
allocated EUR 154 million from the 
Cohesion Fund, is financing improve-
ment works along the S8 express route, 
in the regions of Mazowieckie and Pod-
laskie, in order to facilitate access to the 
inter-regional links in the TEN-T road 
network. Finally, the last project, worth 
EUR 103.5 million, to be funded by 
the European Regional and Development 
Fund, involves the design and construc-
tion of two bypasses in the Kujawsko-
Pomorskie region, near the towns 
of Inowrocław and Brodnica. These 
bypasses will ease traffic congestion in 
the town centres.                               n

FIND OUT MORE
ESIF: http://europa.eu/!vP47kw

 
CORRIGENDUM
In Panorama 58, on page 41 in 
the article supplied by Marjorie 
Jouen and ent it led ‘Ensur ing 
future political cohesion post-
2020’, an error slipped into the 
final paragraph. The text should 
have read: “It is necessary to pro-
mote territorial cooperation as 
a method of implementing regional 
investment programmes between 
urban and rural districts, coastal 
and mountainous areas and local 
authorities, in addition to constitut-
ing a specific objective”, instead of 
“It is necessary to promote territorial 
competition as a method of …”.
 
We deeply regret the error and apol-
ogise for any mis under standing.
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